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General Information

Membership Card Prefixes:
W - Full Card Membership

R - Permit Membership

P or A - WPRA Roping Membership

B - Pro Rodeo Breakaway

J - Junior Membership

JR - Junior Roper Membership

U - Cash Only (Displayed Only On PROCOM)

Circuit Codes Suffixes:

X - Badlands: North Dakota, South Dakota

S - California

Y - Columbia River: Oregon, Washington, Idaho (North of the
Salmon River)

U - First Frontier: Connecticut, Delaware, Maine, Maryland,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New York,
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Vermont, Virginia

A - Great Lakes: lllinois, Indiana, lowa, Kentucky, Michigan,
Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, Wisconsin

M - Montana

R - Mountain States: Colorado, Wyoming

P - Prairie: Kansas, Oklahoma, Nebraska

K - Southeastern: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana,
Mississippi, N. Carolina, S. Carolina, Tennessee

L - Texas

H - Turquoise: Arizona, New Mexico

W - Wilderness: Nevada, Idaho (South of the Salmon River) Utah

Important Phone Numbers:

WPRA Office: (719) 447-4627
WPRA Fax: (719) 447-4631
Procom: (800) 234-7722

Procom Local Line: (719) 548-4800
Rodeo Pay: (877) 287-2448
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PURPOSES OF THE WOMEN’S PROFESSIONAL RODEO
ASSOCIATION

Title, Objects, Locations

Section 1. Title: This Association shall be known as THE
WOMEN'S PROFESSIONAL RODEO ASSOCIATION, and
shall at all times be operated and conducted as a nonprofit
association in accordance with the laws of the State of
Colorado providing for such rights as granted to associations
of this kind.

Section 2. Objects: THE WOMEN'S PROFESSIONAL
RODEO ASSOCIATION (hereinafter sometimes referred to
as the WPRA) has been formed for the following purposes.
A. To organize the female professional rodeo contestants for
their mutual protection and benefit.

B. To raise the standards of cowgirl contests so they shall
rank among the foremost American sports.

C. To cooperate with the management of all rodeos at which
the members of the WPRA contest.

D. To bring about honest advertising by the rodeo sponsoring
agents of the events in which members of the WPRA contest.
E. To work for the betterment of conditions and of rules gov-
erning rodeo events in which members of the WPRA partici-
pate.

F. To protect the members against unfairness on the part of
any rodeo management.

G. To ensure a just amount of prize money.

H. To publish information concerning dates of rodeos, names
of contestants, prize money, and other particulars members
are interested in.

I. To require that all entrance fees be added to prize money.
J. To secure competent, honest judges and officials in all
events.

Section 3. Logo: Colors are RED, WHITE and BLUE: Blue
Figure, red letters, white background. “WPRA” will be on the
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barrel. No one or organization shall use the official logo with-
out the specific authority of the WPRA Board of Directors.

Section 4. Place of business: The place of business of the
WPRA shall be Colorado Springs, Colorado, or at such other
place as its members may choose. Its members or officers
may be residents of any state, territory, or country, and busi-
ness may be carried on at any place convenient to such
members or officials, as may be participating.

BYLAWS

Chapter 1
Membership
1.1. Members

1.1.1. Membership is limited to women, as demonstrated
by a copy of a birth certificate. If applicable, WPRA appli-
cant or member must comply with International Olympic
Committee transgender guidelines. At its sole discretion,
WPRA may require any applicant or member to provide
evidence of compliance with those guidelines at any time.
Adult membership is 18 years old. Junior membership is 17
or under as of current rodeo year. (October 1) A WPRA
member has 30 days from receipt of her membership appli-
cation to provide the WPRA office with a copy of her birth
certificate and if not approved in that time after 30 days the
WPRA member will be ineligible.

1.1.2. Membership in the Association is a privilege, not a
right. Application as such shall be made on forms and by
fees and procedures prescribed from time to time by the
Association. Membership, or application, therefore, may be
terminated or rejected by the Board of Directors at its dis-
cretion. A Member’s membership in the Association may
be suspended as provided in the Bylaws. A suspended
Member may not participate or compete in any contest
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approved by the WPRA, serve as an officer or director of
the WPRA, or hold any other official position or perform
any duty at a WPRA approved rodeo, barrel race, roping or
event.

1.1.3. Any person becoming a member of the WPRA shall
become familiar with its Rules and Bylaws and shall com-
ply and be bound by the same. Only members in good
standing shall be eligible to participate in all activities of the
WPRA when qualified and shall be eligible to receive any
awards or benefits sanctioned by the Rules of the WPRA.
Members are personally responsible for tracking money
won, rodeo count or any other personal WPRA related
data. WPRA website, newspaper/magazine or other publi-
cation of such information or results is unofficial and cannot
be relied upon until any and all applicable audit procedures
or challenge processes are fully completed. Further, any
oral advice to any member given by the WPRA office or a
director relating in any way to WPRA rule interpretation is
informal and advisory only and cannot be relied upon. In
addition, any written advice relating to rule interpretation
from the WPRA may only be relied on if it is in a statement
signed by the WPRA President or COO.

1.1.4. The Board of Directors of the WPRA will expect the
cooperation of any member when called upon by one of
the WPRA officials to represent the WPRA's interest
regarding enforcement of Rules at any approved rodeo or
in any matter of official business. Should an occasion arise
requiring representation at a rodeo, any member in good
standing may call the WPRA office for instructions if no
Director or representative is present.

1.1.5. A member of the WPRA who enters a sanctioned
rodeo, barrel racing event, or breakaway roping event, and
any stock contractor, contract personnel, official or staff of
the rodeo, or other person admitted to the rodeo shall, as
a condition of entry, employment, admission or other
involvement therein, be deemed to consent to WPRA own-
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ership of all rights to her appearance or other involvement
therein, and the WPRA shall have the right, and may permit
others as it sees fit, to dispense, reproduce, and otherwise
use any such person’s name, voice, likeness, biography,
photograph, and other pictures in connection with the
advertisement and promotion of the rodeo or sport of rodeo
and barrel racing and/or breakaway roping any reproduc-
tion thereof in any form, but not in conjunction with any
statement constituting an endorsement by such person of
any product or service, unless that person’s consent
thereto is first obtained.
1.1.6. Any member of the WPRA who participates in sanc-
tioned rodeo events, authorizes the WPRA to act in the
member’s behalf as well as on behalf of the WPRA in
engaging in promotional activities relating to the conduct of
the sport of rodeo.
1.1.7. NO MEMBER or any other individual has the author-
ity to grant any endorsement on behalf of the Association
or use any Association mark or intellectual property without
permission of the Board of Directors.
1.1.8. For rules and regulations regarding the WPRA Patch
Program, refer to Chapter 19 in the WPRA section of this
Rule Book.
1.1.9. However, the WPRA Board of Directors may, if a
commercial firm provides substantial benefit to all or a
large portion of the membership, authorize the wearing of
such advertising garments, tack or gear in the rodeo arena,
except that members wearing such advertising may not be
remunerated directly by the commercial firm for the adver-
tising.
1.1.9.1. No member, person, or organization shall be
permitted to use the official logo or other marks of the
WPRA in any manner without the specific written author-
ity of the Chief of Operations or WPRA Board of
Directors.
1.1.10. An individual applying for membership in the WPRA
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must submit an application using forms provided by the
WPRA, and no application for membership (card, permit or
otherwise) shall be considered until such application is on
file in the WPRA office.
1.1.11. Reserved
1.1.12. Members must hold an active membership to com-
pete in any WPRA approved event.
1.1.13. The secretary shall maintain a list of all members of
the Association regardless of type of membership and shall
restrict access to such a list under the following guidelines.
1.1.13.1. The membership list will not be allowed out of
the possession of the Secretary/Treasurer, though she
may release the list as necessary.
1.1.13.2. Any Officer, Director or past Officer or Director
with access to the membership list shall protect its con-
fidentiality.
1.1.13.3. Each Director shall keep the list free from com-
mercial purposes.
1.1.13.4. In the event that anyone wants to use the list
for commercial purposes they must get the approval of
the Association and follow the procedures and systems
employed by the office including confidentiality restric-
tions. All costs involved shall be paid in advance.
1.1.14. The members agree to abide by the terms and
provisions of the Agreement dated January 2008 between
the WPRA and the PRCA or any subsequent agreement
between the two entities.
1.1.15. Membership in the WPRA shall not be granted to
anyone who is an officer, director, board member, employ-
ee, or who has an ownership or financial interest of any
kind in a Conflicting Rodeo Association. Such persons will
not receive membership or renewal of membership of any
kind with WPRA. For purposes of this rule, A Conflicting
Rodeo Association is: (i) any national non-profit company,
partnership, association, or entity, or (ii) any “for-profit”
company, partnership, association, or other entity, whose
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direct or indirect purpose is to produce, promote, or sanc-
tion professional rodeo contests in which contestants
compete in two or more of the following events: barrel rac-
ing, breakaway roping, bareback riding, saddle bronc
riding, bull riding, tie down roping, steer wrestling, and
team roping. This rule excludes All Women’s Roping
Events.

1.2. Meetings

1.2.1. Membership meetings shall only be held at such
time and place as may be fixed by resolution of the Board
of Directors.
1.2.1.1. An annual member meeting will not be held, but
general membership meetings will be scheduled as
provided in rule 1.2.1 above. Notice of any General
Membership meetings shall be given by publishing on
www.wpra.com. A notice prominently displayed stating
the time and place of such meeting should be published
not less than fifteen (15) days prior to the date of such
meeting.
1.2.2. Special meetings of the members may be held at
such time and place as may be designated in the notice,
whenever called in writing by direction of the President or
by a majority of the Board of Directors, or by petition signed
by not less than one third (1/3) of the active members then
in good standing.
1.2.2.1. Any demand for special meeting will require
either physical signatures or signatures obtained using
DocuSign only.
1.2.2.2. Any special meeting requesting Director remov-
al shall only be for cause.
1.2.3. Any officer of the Association may call the meeting of
the members to order and may act as chairwoman of such
meeting, precedence being given as follows: President,
Vice President.



WPRA Rule Book 7

1.2.3.1. The Secretary/Treasurer of the Association shall
act as Secretary of all meetings of the members but in
her absence the Directors may appoint any person to act
as Secretary of the meeting.
1.2.3.2. At all meetings minutes shall be kept by the act-
ing Secretary. Official minutes of all meetings shall be
sent to all Officers and Directors.

1.2.4. Reserved

1.2.5. Al WPRA members are encouraged to attend all

general membership meetings.
1.2.5.1. WPRA members are welcome at any regular
Board meeting. Non-Board members may not partici-
pate in Board discussions, except during that portion of
the meeting designated by the Board, time permitting,
for open discussion. Because certain matters may be
confidential, sensitive or otherwise inappropriate for
general hearing, any Board member may ask to go into
executive session at any time. The general membership
will then be excluded from the meeting.

1.3. Membership Dues and Qualifications

1.3.1. Except as otherwise provided, there shall be mem-
bership as hereinafter listed, and shall be limited to
females who have been approved for memberships and
have reached the age of eighteen (18) years or older.

a. National card member (W) .......ccoevviiiininenn.
b. National permit member (R)
c. Roping Division .........ccccoviiniiiiiiiiiciecceen
d. Gold Card (competing/active) .........c.cccccereurnee.
e. Gold Card (non-competing/inactive) .
f. Junior Membership .........ccccooiiiiiiiiiiiiies

g. Lifetime Membership .......c.cccoooiiiiiiiiiiiiies
h. Upgrade to a 2nd Permit or Rookie Card .
i. Pro Rodeo Breakaway Card ..............ccccevuennnee. $395
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All such memberships are defined herein and shall be
limited to such professional female rodeo participants as
hereinafter set forth:

1.3.1.1. Only persons born female by evidence of a valid
birth certificate shall be eligible for membership.
1.3.1.2. AWPRA Card/Permit member must be eighteen
(or the age of majority in the state in which the person is
a citizen). If contrary to applicable law, any person under
the legal age may be denied the right to participate in a
WPRA sanctioned event. WPRA Junior Membership
only and Roping Division Card Membership, is open to
young women 17 years old or younger. As used hereaf-
ter, “member” means card, permit, Gold Card Status,
Roping Division Card 18 and over and Pro Rodeo
Breakaway card, unless the context requires otherwise.
Junior membership and Roping Card 17 and Under
rights are limited and specifically described herein.
1.3.1.3. Any member who has been convicted of a felo-
ny in any state shall have her membership reviewed by
the Board of Directors at the next meeting of the Board
after due notification. The member shall be notified of
the meeting and the purpose. The member shall have
the right to attend the meeting to present any evidence
or make any statement she deems necessary to prevent
revocation of her membership. The determination
regarding membership of the Board of Directors shall be
final and no appeal may be made. If the membership is
revoked it shall be immediate.
1.3.1.4. The annual dues for each class of membership
shall be set by the Board of Directors. However, only
one change per year in any one given year shall be
allowed unless other qualifications or limitations are
imposed by the applicable governing body.

1.3.1.4.1. The annual dues set for each class of mem-

bership shall be set by the WPRA Board of Directors.
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The membership shall be notified of the current fee
schedule on www.wpra.com and each application.
1.3.1.4.1.1. All outstanding balances on a mem-
ber’'s account must be paid prior to membership
being renewed.
1.3.1.4.2. Annual dues shall include prepaid insur-
ance as provided in the general blanket insurance
policy purchased on behalf of the membership.
1.3.2. WPRA members acknowledge that rodeos are danger-
ous activities and participants in a rodeo as a competitor, an
independent contractor, or volunteer, exposes the participant
to a substantial and serious risk of property damage, per-
sonal injury or death. WPRA members acknowledge that
participation in WPRA/PRCA sanctioned rodeos/events will
involve such a hazard. Being fully aware that participation in
WPRA/PRCA sanctioned rodeos/ events will expose said
member to substantial and serious risk of property damage
and or personal injury or death, said member hereby releases
WPRA, PRCA, and PRCAP sponsors, and PRCA/WPRA
sanctioned rodeo/event production entity, their affiliated,
related or subsidiary companies, and the Officers, Directors,
employees and agents of each entity or organization from
liability for any and all property damage, personal injury or
other claims arising from participation in the PRCA/WPRA
sanctioned rodeos/ events, including claims that are known
and unknown, foreseen and unforeseen, future or contingent.
WPRA members shall not now or at any time in the future,
directly or indirectly, commence or prosecute any action, suit
or other proceeding against the aforementioned arising out of
or related to the actions, causes of action, claims and
demands hereby waived, released or discharged by WPRA
member. This provision shall be binding upon each WPRA
member, her spouse, legal representatives, heirs, successors
and assigns.
1.3.3. The WPRA Membership Card (Card/Permit) shall enti-
tle the holder to participate in all WPRA/WPRA Roping/
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Futurity/Derby approved events held, unless other qualifica-
tions or limitations are imposed by the applicable governing
body or the WPRA Board of Directors.

1.3.4. Membership Renewal

1.3.4.1. The WPRA “Dues paying year” shall commence
on January 1 of each year and run through midnight of
December 31 the same year. Annual dues shall be pay-
able on or before December 31 of the calendar year
preceding the dues paying year. Dues for WPRA card,
permit, junior, roping division card, and active gold
card members received in the WPRA office between
January 1 and February 1 will be assessed a $25 late
fine. WPRA card, permit, junior, roping division card,
and active gold card member dues received in the
WPRA office after February 1 will be assessed a $50
late fine. Late fees do not apply to non-competing/inac-
tive gold card members, first time permit holders, and
non-returning members.
1.3.4.1.1. The WPRA “Rodeo Year” shall commence
and end on those dates, which shall be set by the
WPRA Board of Directors. Contestants entering any
rodeo with competition scheduled on or after January
1 of any calendar year must have paid dues for card
or permit for the dues paying year, as provided below,
even if the entry opening time is set prior to or on
December 31 of the prior dues paying vyear.
Membership dues (meaning cash, credit card, money
order or check) must be received in the WPRA
National Office no later than three (3) WPRA National
Office business days prior to the entry opening time of
a given rodeo to allow time for processing. (Indicated
as “member dues date” in the rodeo listing on www.
wpra.com.)
1.3.4.1.2. Points, rodeo count and money won after
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determination of the circuit and national year, but prior
to the purchase of the next year’s membership, will
not count for the succeeding year unless the member
timely (by December 31) purchases membership for
the succeeding year. If a member allows her member-
ship to expire, all points, rodeo count and money won
will be forfeited unless member purchases member-
ship for the succeeding year (by December 31).
1.3.4.2. Membership in the WPRA shall be recorded by
the Association upon receipt of the initial membership
fee along with birth certificate, the completed application
form and the signed affidavit stating they have read the
rule book, understand the rules and agree to abide by
them, unless rejected by the Board of Directors within
thirty (30) days of said receipt. Evidence of membership
shall be issued upon acceptance of the proper fees and
completed and signed documents.
1.3.4.3. Renewing members must pay all balances on
their account in order to renew their membership.
1.3.4.3.1. Membership is not transferable, non-
refundable.
1.3.4.4. Reserved

1.3.5. National Permit

1.3.5.1. At all times and places hereafter, the term permit
holder shall refer to a national permit member and the
term WPRA card member shall refer to a national card
membership.
1.3.5.2. A permit member who is eighteen (18) years of
age or older, desiring to become a Card member in
WPRA, must first become a Permit member and fill a
permit by earning $1,000 at WPRA approved events in
barrel racing (excludes Futurity/Derby) and breakaway
only.

1.3.5.2.1. Upon winning a cumulative total of $1,000
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in rodeo and/or WPRA events, a permit member may
elect to:

a) Apply for WPRA card status, or

b) Purchase a second permit by payment of the
appropriate fee, allowing her to continue to contest on
a second permit for the remainder of the year (no dol-
lar limit on second permit) and retain Rookie eligibility.
c) After filling a permit, if a member gets a second
permit she must get her Rookie card the following
season, and can’t get more than her second permit
once the first permit has been filled.

1.3.5.2.2. No money won as a permit member will
count towards Rookie of the Year awards in either
national or circuit standings, unless card is purchased
after permit is filled and prior to entering again.
1.3.5.2.3. Money won on permits is accumulated year
to year until that member wins $1,000. Subject to rule
1.34.1.2.

1.3.5.2.4. When a permit member wins the $1,000
limit before a rodeo is completed; she will be allowed
to complete her runs at that rodeo and rodeos previ-
ously entered, without penalty.

1.3.5.2.5. Permit members who attempt to enter fur-
ther WPRA rodeos after they have won the limit
allowed on their permit are automatically subject to
fine, Rule 9.2.26 and ineligibility.

1.3.5.2.6. It shall be the responsibility of the permit
member to maintain her own records as to money
won at all times.

1.3.5.2.7. Any national permit member known to have
entered a rodeo when her permit is filled at any stage,
shall be reported to the WPRA office by any member,
Officer or Director of the WPRA.

1.3.5.2.8. If a contestant is entered in an approved
WPRA event on her WPRA permit, and is issued her
card number prior to her competition run; the points
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will be counted towards national card member stand-
ings.
1.3.5.2.9. If contestant fills her permit, plus wins addi-
tional monies at WPRA event(s), and card is pur-
chased before entering again, all monies over the
$1,000 from those WPRA approved events will count
for standings.
1.3.5.3. Permits must be renewed each year provided
the permit isn't filled before entering first rodeo and must
be obtained through the WPRA Office. Money won on
last permit prior to purchasing card may be carried over
to card standings, provided card is purchased before
contestant enters again after filling said permit. The
burden of proof is completely on the member if the
period exceeds 1 year.
1.3.5.4. The producer or committee of each individual
rodeo shall determine if they will accept permits. Rodeos
with purses under $3,000 must accept permits. Every
permit holder shall be subject to all WPRA rules includ-
ing disciplinary while competing with that permit.
1.3.5.4.1. If any permits are accepted at a rodeo,
WPRA permits may also be accepted.
1.3.5.4.2. If committee chooses, WPRA permits may
be accepted even though other permits are not.
1.3.5.5. National Permit Members MAY NOT compete in
PRCA rodeos that have a non-WPRA approved barrel
race.

1.3.6. WPRA Roping Memberships

1.3.6.1. The annual WPRA Roping Division Card and

Pro Rodeo Breakaway Card dues are set by the Board

of Directors and shall be paid by each member.
1.3.6.1.1. The annual WPRA Roping membership
dues include premiums for insurance covering each
member.
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1.3.6.1.2. Reserved
1.3.6.2. The WPRA Roping dues paying year shall be
from January 1 to December 31.
1.3.6.2.1. Points won after determination of the circuit
and national year, but prior to the purchase of the next
year’s membership, will not count for the succeeding
year unless the member timely (by December 31)
purchases membership for the succeeding year. If a
member allows her membership to expire, all points
previously won will be forfeited unless member pur-
chases membership for the succeeding year (by
December 31).
1.3.6.3. Roping Division Card members of all ages are
eligible to compete in the WPRA Divisional Circuit
Roping Events. Points will be kept with the National
Divisional Circuit Standings and Divisional Roping
Geographical Circuit Standings. The first year of pur-
chase of Roping Division Card or a permit, will be the
Divisional Circuit Roping Rookie Year for these mem-
bers.
1.3.6.4. Reserved

1.3.7. Gold Cards (competing/active)

1.3.7.1. GOLD CARDS will be issued to national card
members who have maintained twenty-five (25) years of
card membership or twenty (20) years of membership
and reached the age of fifty (50) years. Gold card mem-
bers must activate their membership by signing and
returning their application each year, to keep their mem-
bership, which includes voting and competing privileges.
1.3.7.2. Such gold card shall entitle the holder to such
benefits as the WPRA Board of Directors may decide on
a year-to-year basis.
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1.3.8. Lifetime Memberships

1.3.8.1. LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP CARDS may be
issued by a majority vote of the WPRA Board of
Directors. Lifetime members must activate their mem-
bership by signing and returning their application each
year to the WPRA Office, to keep their membership,
which includes voting and competing privileges. Lifetime
members are not required to pay their insurance when
competing.

1.3.9. Companion Passes
1.3.9.1. A companion pass shall be issued to each dues
paying member and will carry the Association number of

that member so the companion pass may be identified
with that number.

1.3.10. Duplicate Cards

1.3.10.1. A charge of fifteen dollars ($15) will be
assessed for any duplicate membership card, or com-
panion pass.

1.3.11. Resignation

1.3.11.1. On the date of resignation as a card member,
all points and standings from the Circuit, National and
WPRA Barrel Race and Breakaway Roping records
will be removed from the official standings for the year.

1.3.12. Membership Participation

1.3.12.1. A WPRA member shall not participate in or
perform an exhibition in a PRCA rodeo not approved by
the WPRA.
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1.3.12.2. Reserved

1.3.12.3. No WPRA member shall participate in an open
or invitational barrel race or breakaway roping held at
a PRCA approved rodeo unless by special WPRA Board
approval. WPRA members participating in an open or
invitational barrel race or breakaway roping held at a
PRCA approved rodeo may be subject to a major rule
infraction.

1.3.12.4. PRCA cards will not be accepted for entering a
WPRA approved event. WPRA permit holders will be
accepted at the option of the sponsoring committee.

1.4. Grievance

1.4.1. These Bylaws, rules and regulations shall be gov-
erned by the laws of the State of Colorado. If a member,
after exhausting all remedies available in the WPRA, files
suit or other action against the WPRA, such suit or action
must be filed in EI Paso County, Colorado; provided the
suit or action involves a claim for which federal courts have
exclusive jurisdiction, then, the suit may be filed in the US
District Court for the District of Colorado in Denver,
Colorado. This provision is intended also to apply to a for-
mer member who files a suit against the WPRA and whose
claim arose while such a member was a member of the
WPRA.

1.4.2. Whenever a member of the WPRA has a grievance
against the Association, its Board of Directors, or a Director
individually, due to an official act or failure to act, that mem-
ber shall submit the grievance in writing following the pro-
cess set forth in Section 1.4.6, with the filing fee in the
amount of [$500] subject to adjustment by the Board of
Directors from time to time in its sole discretion. Filing fees
are refundable at the discretion of the Board. The Board of
Directors shall hear the grievance at a regular meeting at
its discretion, but not to exceed 180 days from the filing
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date of the grievance, to determine the correctness of the
grievance. The complaining member shall present all per-
tinent data or evidence on the matter and may attend in
person. The complaining member may not have an attor-
ney attend the hearing or present information. The WPRA
Board shall make their determination and recommenda-
tions for the solution of such grievance, if necessary and
notify the member. The complaining member shall be
notified of such decision within ten (10) days of such deci-
sion. If the complaining member is dissatisfied with the
decision or the solution as determined by the WPRA
Board, she must submit a written appeal of the matter in
the same manner set forth in Section 1.4.6 within ten (10)
days of notice to the member of the decision. At the next
regular Board meeting the complaining member may pres-
ent any new data or evidence to the WPRA Board concern-
ing the matter together with any new witnesses she may
have. The WPRA Board of Directors shall hear this review
and again make such determination and solution, if any, as
necessary.

1.4.3. No WPRA member may invoke the aid of the courts
of the United States without first exhausting all remedies
within the WPRA, including those under Rule 1.4.2.

1.4.4. If a member files suit against the WPRA, and the
WPRA prevails in such suit, she shall be liable for all attor-
ney’s fees and costs, including, but not limited to, all court
costs, travel expenses, discovery expenses and reason-
able compensation for time spent by WPRA officials and
employees in responding to and defending against the
lawsuit, as determined by WPRA. Until such fees and costs
are paid in full, the member’s privileges as a member of the
WPRA shall be suspended.

1.4.5. If prior to being heard and determined by the Board
of Directors, more than one grievance is filed by member(s)
that are substantially similar, as determined by the Board
of Directors in its sole discretion, then the grievances may
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be consolidated by the Board of Directors in its discretion.
If grievances are consolidated, the Board of Directors may
determine in its discretion that one complaining member
shall act as a representative for all complaining members
and be the sole member entitled to present pertinent data
or evidence on the matter as provided in Section 1.4.2. If a
grievance, protest, or rule violation is filed that is substan-
tially similar to a grievance, protest, or rule violation that
has already been reviewed and determined by the Board
of Directors, the substantially similar grievance, protest, or
rule violation may in the Boards of Directors’ discretion be
deemed frivolous and the WPRA shall have no obligation
to act upon such.

1.4.6. To file a grievance, the grievance must be in writing,
signed by the complaining member, include the complain-
ing member’s member number, be dated, addressed to the
Board of Directors and mailed to the WPRA office with a
copy by email going to the WPRA Secretary, cite all rele-
vant Bylaws, and cite all relevant facts forming the basis of
the grievance. The grievance must contain an affirmative
statement that the grievance was first presented to and the
member attempted to address it with the member’s circuit
or roping director at least 10 days prior to filing the formal
grievance.

Chapter 2
Elected Officers and Duties

2.1. Length of Terms

2.1.1. The Officers and Directors shall assume office fol-
lowing their election and shall serve for a period of three (3)
years, starting with 2013 election cycle.
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2.2. President
2.2.1. To qualify for President nominees shall be members
in good standing and must have been elected to and
served as Director or Vice President for a minimum of
three (3) years, starting with 2013 election cycle.

2.2.2. The President will be elected by popular vote to
serve a term of three (3) years, starting with 2013 election
cycle.

2.2.3. The President shall be the Chief Executive Officer of
the Association. She shall see that the bylaws, rules, and
regulations of the Association are enforced and shall per-
form all other duties that may be prescribed from time to
time by the Board of Directors. The President shall preside
at all meetings of the WPRA and the Board of Directors.
She shall be ex-officio member of all committees. The
President shall not sign any contract on behalf of the
Association obligating the Association for an amount
greater than $10,000 unless by Board approval.

2.3. Vice President

2.3.1. To qualify for Vice President nominees shall be
members in good standing and must have been elected to
and served as Director for a minimum of three (3) years,
starting with 2013 election cycle.

2.3.2. The Vice President shall be elected by popular vote
to serve a term of three (3) years, starting with 2013 elec-
tion cycle.

2.3.3. In the absence or disability of the President, the Vice
President shall have the powers and shall perform the
duties of the President and such other duties as may be
prescribed by the Board of Directors. She will have a vote
on all Association business.
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2.3.4. Should the Vice President become unable to serve
in the office for any reason, the Board of Directors at the
next regularly scheduled meeting shall select a qualified
Director to complete the term. (Such Director shall hold
office until the next election when the office would be
declared vacant for the remaining portion of the term.)

2.4. Special Offices and Positions

2.4.1. The Board of Directors shall be empowered to create
and fill special offices and positions beyond those of the
WPRA Board. The first meeting of the Board shall occur in
the spring of each year, but not prior to 10 days after the
notification of the candidates of the election results.

Chapter 3
Nominations and Elections

3.1. Eligibility to Nominate a Candidate

3.1.1. All adult card members from whom the WPRA office
has received a signed official application and payment for
their card for the upcoming year, on or prior to the first busi-
ness day of January shall receive a nomination ballot. The
WPRA office needs to receive a signed official application
from Gold Card members and Lifetime members. On or
about January 12 of each new calendar year the WPRA's
designated third party election vendor shall email elec-
tronic nomination ballots to all eligible adult card members.
The card member must return the completed electronic
ballot to the election vendor for receipt by the vendor on or
before January 30 at 5:00 p.m. MT.

3.1.2. Reserved
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3.2. Balloting Procedures

3.2.1. By the end of the business day, two days following
the nomination ballot receipt deadline, the vendor shall
record the ballot count for Officers and Directors and
immediately certify the results to the WPRA Secretary.
3.2.2. The business day following the election certification,
the Secretary shall promptly contact the top 2 nominated
candidates for Officer or Director. In the event that any
member who finished first or second in the balloting
declines to run for office, the Secretary shall contact, in
descending order of total votes, additional candidates until
she finds a member willing to run for office. If the member
does not respond by an accept or decline within 3 hours,
the Secretary shall move to the next nominee in descend-
ing order.

3.2.3. If any date specified herein falls on a date which is
not a business day, the date shall be construed to be the
next chronological business day.

3.3 Voting Procedures

3.3.1. The Secretary shall email election ballots for Officers
and/or Directors, to all eligible adult card members on or
before February 13. If a candidate wishes to have an elec-
tion profile distributed to eligible voting members, such
profile must be received by the WPRA office by the close
of business on February 6. It is each candidate’s responsi-
bility to submit her election profile in an accurate, legible,
typed format. The WPRA office will only be responsible for
sending a constant contact with the election profile to eli-
gible members and assumes no responsibility in connec-
tion with the accuracy of the election profiles.

3.3.2. All adult card members from whom the WPRA office
has received a signed official application and payment for
their card, on or prior to February 1, shall receive an elec-
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tion ballot. The WPRA office needs to receive a signed
official application from Gold Card and Lifetime members.
Members must return the completed electronic ballot for
receipt by the vendor no later than 5:00pm MT on March
6th. The vendor will send an acknowledgement of receipt
for all electronic ballots.
3.3.2.1. In the event that an adult card member does not
receive her original electronic ballot, she may submit a
written request to the vendor for a duplicate ballot to be
emailed to her. Duplicate ballot will contain the same
ballot number as the original ballot.

3.4. Certification of Election

3.4.1. The election vendor shall open the ballots and cer-
tify the results to the WPRA Secretary by the close of busi-
ness on March 8 of each election year. The Secretary
shall promptly notify the candidates of the results on March

3.4.2. Members elected as Officers or Directors shall
assume that Office or Directorship at the first full Board
meeting or 20 days following the certification of the election
by the vendor to the WPRA Secretary (whichever is soon-
er).

3.4.3. Candidates names shall not appear on the ballot for
more than one Office or Directorship. If a member shall be
nominated for more than one Office or Directorship, she
shall inform the Secretary of her preference at the time the
nominee is notified by the Secretary, and her name shall so
appear on the ballot. If said nominee fails to inform the
Secretary of her preference, or if the Secretary is unable to
contact the member in accordance with rule 3.4, her name
shall be stricken from the ballot. Thereafter, the eligible
nominee with the next highest number of votes shall
appear on the ballot in her place.
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3.4.4. Write-in candidates are accepted on nomination bal-
lots only, and those votes shall be counted, provided the
person submitting the write-in is eligible to cast such a
ballot, and the write-in candidate is qualified to serve as an
Officer or Director, as applicable.

3.4.5. Adult card members eligible to vote may only vote for
a Director in the circuit which they designate on the official
application, which may or may not be the circuit in which
they reside, or for the Roping Directors, not both.
3.4.6. Any WPRA card member who competes in both
WPRA Barrel Racing and WPRA Roping events, and
wishes to vote for WPRA Roping Directors, must designate
Roping as her voting circuit on the membership applica-
tion, otherwise she will only be allowed to vote in her des-
ignated circuit if she has a barrel racing card.

3.4.7. Reserved

3.4.8. In the event all nominees are ineligible for election,
the Board will appoint a member to fill the vacancy, at the
Board’s discretion.

3.4.9. All ballots for any election shall be destroyed/purged
unless a request for re-count of the election is received by
the WPRA Secretary within 10 days of notification of the
candidates of the results. If a request for recount is
received, the ballots shall be preserved for a recount under
the Board’s direction.

3.4.10. If any date specified herein falls on a date which is
not a business day, the date shall be construed to be the
next chronological business day.

3.4.11. It is the intent of these election rules to provide for
the fair and expedient nomination and election of Officers
and Directors. These rules are intended to be read in a fair
and reasonable manner and shall be subject to interpreta-
tion by the Board of Directors.
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Chapter 4
Directors

4.1. Board of Directors
4.1.1. The business and property of the Association shall
be managed and controlled by the Board of Directors.
4.1.2. The legislative or rule making powers of the WPRA
shall be held by the Board of Directors. The Board of
Directors shall have discretionary power to conduct the
business and affairs of the WPRA and the power to make,
adopt, alter or amend the Articles of Incorporation and
Bylaws. The Board of Directors may take any action which
it considers necessary to carry out the purposes of the
WPRA and may enter into any contract or obligation in
furtherance thereof.

4.1.2.1. All actions of the Board of Directors, including
any changes in the Articles of Incorporation or Official
Rodeo Rules, must be accomplished by a majority vote
of the quorum of Directors, unless otherwise specified
herein. Each Director shall have one (1) vote, and the
Vice President shall have one (1) vote. The President
shall vote only in case of a tie. In the absence of the
President, the Vice President shall cast a tie-breaking
vote in the President’s place.
4.1.2.2. At meetings of the Board of Directors, business
shall be transacted in such order as the Board may
determine.
4.1.3. The Board of Directors shall be as follows: the
President and Vice President, twelve (12) regional Circuit
Directors, and two (2) WPRA Roping Directors. The total
number of the Board of Directors shall be up to sixteen
(16). The President shall preside at all meetings except in
her absence the ranking Vice President shall preside. In
the absence of both President and Vice President, the
Board members present shall elect from among their num-
ber a temporary presiding President.
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4.1.3.1. The Directors taking office in 2025 and every
three (3) years thereafter will be President, Vice President,
Columbia River Circuit, First Frontier Circuit, Montana
Circuit, Mountain States Circuit, Southeastern Circuit,
Texas Circuit, Wilderness Circuit, and Roping Director 2
or West Region Roping Director (West Region
Circuits: California, Columbia River, Montana,
Mountain States, Turquoise, and Wilderness).
4.1.3.2. The Directors taking office in 2026 and every
three (3) years thereafter will be Badlands Circuit, Great
Lakes Circuit, Prairie Circuit, California Circuit, Turquoise
Circuit, and Roping Director 1 or East Region Roping
Director (East Region Circuits: Badlands, First
Frontier, Great Lakes, Prairie, Southeastern, and
Texas).
4.1.3.3. Reserved
4.1.4. To be eligible as a Circuit Director a member must
reside in the circuit and declare herself from the circuit for
which she is nominated and serves. If a member’s physical
address is not within her declared circuit, to qualify as a
Circuit Director, a member must be in good standing with
the same circuit for at least 5 consecutive years. She may
be nominated and elected even if her physical address is
not within her declared circuit; she then will declare herself
from the circuit for which she is nominated and serves.
Only active WPRA card holders in that circuit may vote for
a Circuit Director.
4.1.4.1. A card member shall be considered to reside in
the locality in which the member maintains a regular
physical presence and has, at a minimum, a dwelling
unit where the member indefinitely keeps her personal
effects, and to which whenever she is absent, she
intends to frequently return and remain for undetermined
periods of time. In determining whether a member’s
place of residence is within or without a particular circuit,
the following factors shall be taken into account: (i) loca-
tion of place of employment; (ii) place where local state
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and income taxes are paid; (iii) state and locality where
motor vehicle registration is made; (iv) state and locality
where voter registration is maintained; and (v) shall
include but not limited to (a) mailing address for federal
income tax purposes; (b) state and locality where driv-
er’s license is obtained; (c) places where bank accounts
are maintained; (d) places where local phone directory
listings are maintained; (e) if married, place where
spouse and/or minor children (if any) live permanently;
and (f) places where real property taxes are paid. The
burden of proving place of residence shall be on the
member, and the member shall have the responsibility to
provide documentation and other evidence satisfactory
to the WPRA Board of Directors to support the evidence
of the member’s claim of place of residence as of the
time the member declares herself from the Circuit and
available and willing to serve as Circuit Director. The
Board of Directors has sole discretion over this decision.
4.1.5. Any card member nominated for office, in order to be
eligible, must have been a WPRA card member for 2 out of
the last 3 years prior to the year you wish to run and must
not have been found guilty of a major rule infraction.
4.1.5.1. To be eligible for Circuit Director, nominees must
not be eligible to run for Roping Director (see rule
4.15.2).
4.1.5.2. To be eligible to be a Roping Director,
* Must have competed at 10 or more pro rodeos in the
breakaway in the previous year OR
» Be a roping division card holder or pro rodeo break-
away card holder for the past 5 consecutive years OR
» Agold card holder who designated roping for the past
5 consecutive years OR
« A lifetime member who designated roping for the past
5 consecutive years
* R2 or West Region Roping Director must reside
and declare herself from one of the West Region
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Circuits or if a member’s physical address is not
within her declared circuit, to qualify as the West
Region Roping Director (R2), a member must be
in good standing with a circuit in the West Region
for at least the previous 3 consecutive years. She
may be nominated and elected even if her physi-
cal address is not within her declared circuit; she
then will declare herself from one of the circuits
for which she is nominated and serves.

* R1 or East Region Roping Director must reside
and declare herself from one of the East Region
Circuits or if a member’s physical address is not
within her declared circuit, to qualify as the East
Region Roping Director (R1), a member must be
in good standing with a circuit in the East Region
for at least the previous 3 consecutive years. She
may be nominated and elected even if her physi-
cal address is not within her declared circuit; she
then will declare herself from one of the circuits
for which she is nominated and serves.

» Also, must not have been found guilty of a major rule
violation.

4.1.5.3. Any member who has been found guilty of a

major rule infraction is eligible to come before the Board

of Directors to appeal and clear her record after a period
of three (3) years from the date of the major rule
infraction decision. This would make her eligible to run
for Director.
4.1.6. At all meetings of the Board of Directors, eight (8)
Directors shall constitute a quorum. A quorum must be
present in order for the Board to conduct business.
4.1.7. If a PROXY is to be granted by a director, it may be
given to any other director who is attending the meeting,
but to no other member. Proxy may only be given by either
text or e-mail from the director, or writing signed by the
director giving the proxy to the director to whom the proxy



28 WPRA Rule Book

is given and a copy to the Executive Secretary. The Proxy
may only be given to vote on a particular proposal
described with reasonable specificity in the written proxy.
Board of Directors shall have the right to vote on any issue
by email and the results shall be the same as if in atten-
dance of regularly called meetings.
4.1.8. In case of any increase in the number of Directors,
the additional Directors shall be elected by the Directors in
office and shall serve as such until the election and qualifi-
cation of their successors.
4.1.9. In case of any vacancy on the Board of Directors by
death, resignation, disqualification, increase in number, or
other cause the remaining Directors by affirmative vote of
the majority thereof may elect a successor to serve until
the next regular election, for that position.
4.1.9.1. Any Director found in violation of a major rule
infraction shall be disqualified immediately from holding
office.
4.1.10. The Board, by rule, may provide for meetings at
stated times and places, of which no notice shall be
required.
4.1.11. Reserved
4.1.12. The written contracts of the Association shall be
executed on behalf of the Association by the President,
Vice President or authorized officer.
4.1.13. The Board of Directors shall have the power and
authority to make, amend, repeal and enforce such rules
and regulations, not contrary to law or these Bylaws, as
they deem expedient concerning the conduct, manage-
ment and activities of the Association, the admission, clas-
sification, qualification, suspension and expulsion of mem-
bers, removal of Officers, the rules and regulations govern-
ing the procedure of such suspension and expulsion and
removal, the fixing and collecting of dues and fees, the
expenditure of money, the auditing of books and records,
the awarding of championships, the conducting of shows,
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contests, exhibitions, races, sales and social functions and
other matters relating to the general purposes of the
Association.

4.2. Duties of Directors
4.2.1. Director must see that all rules of the WPRA are car-
ried out.

4.2.2. WPRA spokeswomen (who must be national card
members in good standing) will be appointed by each
Circuit Director and passed on for approval by the entire
Board of Directors. Spokeswomen’s duties will be to aid
and assist rodeo administration and to represent member-
ship in the absence of Director.

4.2.3. It shall be the responsibility of Officers and Directors
to attend all Board meetings and as many general mem-
bership meetings as possible.

4.2.4. The Board of Directors, from time to time, may cre-
ate and empower other committees, standing, general or
special, as deemed necessary.

4.2.5. The WPRA Board of Directors reserves the right to
cancel points from rodeos.

4.3. Committees (Standing)

4.3.1. The Board of Directors may at their discretion
appoint such standing committees, as they deem neces-
sary in the best interest of the Association.
4.3.1.1. Each committee shall be headed by a
Chairwoman and shall be responsible for periodic
reports to the Board and Officers.

4.3.2. Business Committee

4.3.2.1. The Business Committee of the Board of
Directors shall consist of up to five (5) members of the
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Board including each of the following: the President, the
Vice President, and three directors designated by the
Board.

4.3.2.2. All Business Committee members shall be
entittled to vote on business matters. The Business
Committee shall act by majority vote, provided that a
quorum is present. A quorum shall consist of not less
than four members of the Business Committee or (if the
membership of the Business Committee is fewer than
four), the attendance by all members of the Business
Committee.

4.3.2.3. The Business Committee shall have all the
authority and power of the Board of Directors, except the
Business Committee shall not: (a) authorize distribu-
tions; (b) approve or propose to members action that is
required, pursuant to these Bylaws, the Articles of
Incorporation or other applicable law, to be approved by
members; (c) elect, appoint, or remove any director; (d)
amend the Association’s Articles of Incorporation; (e)
adopt, amend, or repeal these Bylaws; (f) approve a
plan of conversion or plan of merger not requiring mem-
ber approval; or (g) approve a sale, lease, exchange, or
other disposition of all, or substantially all, of the
Association’s property, with or without goodwill, other-
wise than in the usual and regular course of business
subject to approval by members.

4.4. Director Removal or Suspension

4.41. If an Officer or Director fails to attend at least two
thirds (2/3) of the Board meetings in a quarter, she will be
deemed to have resigned as an Officer or Director, effec-
tive on the date that her failure to attend two thirds (2/3) of
the Board meetings in a quarter is confirmed by a vote of
the Board.



WPRA Rule Book 31

4.4.2. If an Officer or Director is incompetent to serve, or is
convicted of a felony, she may be removed from office on
motion and vote of a majority of the Board of Directors.
4.4.3. In the event an Officer or Director files suit against
the WPRA, she will immediately be suspended from the
Office or Directorship until the applicable court dismisses
the suit with prejudice or a final non-appealable order is
entered with respect to the matter.

4.4.4. In addition to the foregoing, an Officer or Director
may be removed for cause as determined by the Board of
Directors by a two-thirds vote.

Chapter 5
Secretary/Treasurer

5.1. Secretary/Treasurer

In addition to the offices named in Chapter 2, there shall be
the offices of Secretary and Treasurer or the office of
Secretary/Treasurer, the determination as to whether to sepa-
rate the offices of Secretary and Treasurer to be at the
Board’s discretion. The office or offices shall be filled by the
Board of Directors by the appointment of qualified individuals,
as determined by the Board. The duration of such appoint-
ment shall be at the will of the Board. Salary shall be at the
Board’s discretion.
5.1.1. The duties of the Secretary, Treasurer, or Secretary/
Treasurer, as applicable, are as follows:
5.1.1.1. The Secretary shall keep the Minutes of all
Board meetings. The Secretary shall be the custodian
for the safekeeping of all documents and records of the
Association. The Secretary may be ex-officio secretary
of all committees appointed by the President or the
Board of Directors. The Secretary will make a report of
the office to the Board of Directors when demanded and
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shall perform such other duties as may be prescribed by
the Board from time-to-time.

5.1.1.2. The Treasurer shall collect all money due to the
Association. The Treasurer shall disburse the same only
upon itemized demands. The Treasurer shall account for
all the same by itemized statements in detail at each
meeting of the Board of Directors when demanded. In
addition, if requested, the Treasurer shall cause to be
submitted to the Board of Directors a detailed budget of
the proposed and anticipated expenditures for the forth-
coming fiscal year of the Association. [Upon approval of
said budget, or its modifications, it becomes binding on
the offices of the Association and cannot be exceeded in
the total amount set forth by more than ten percent
(10%), unless approved by a majority vote of the Board
of Directors.]

5.1.1.3. In the event that the offices of Secretary and
Treasurer are combined in one person, as determined
by the Board of Directors, that individual shall perform
both the duties of Secretary and Treasurer outlined
above.

5.2. Auditing of Accounts:

5.2.1. The Association shall conduct its affairs on a calen-
dar year basis, beginning January 1st of each year and
ending on December 31st of the same year. An auditing of
the Association shall be made by a Certified Public
Accountant at the close of each year [and/or on the com-
pletion of the Secretary/Treasurer’'s employment in accor-
dance with generally accepted auditing standards]. Such
accounting shall be reported to the next Regular Meeting
of the Board of Directors following the close of such calen-
dar year. Such account shall be independent in all respects
and shall not be a member of the Association.
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Chapter 6
Telephonic Voting

6.1. Telephonic Voting Causes and Procedures

6.1.1. When deemed necessary by the President, or, in her
absence or inability to perform the duties of the office, the
Vice President, a telephone meeting of the Board of
Directors may be held upon the discretion of the President.
The Secretary may record any vote telephonically of each
director on any question submitted to them either at the
telephone meeting or subsequently. All telephone meetings
are special meetings.

6.2. Waiver of Advanced Notice
6.2.1. Any notice of special meeting requirements in these
rules shall be waived for the purpose of telephonic meet-

ings and voting.

Chapter 7
State Chapters

Reserved

Chapter 8
Circuit System Guidelines

8.1. Incorporation and Bylaws:
8.1.1. Reserved
8.2. Circuit Board of Directors

8.2.1. Reserved
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8.3. Officers
8.3.1. Reserved

8.4. Circuit Designation

8.4.1. Each member, at the time of payment of dues, shall
designate a circuit, which shall be considered her desig-
nated circuit for purposes of qualification for a Circuit Finals
Rodeo.

8.4.2. A card member shall be considered to reside in the
locality in which the member maintains a regular physical
presence and has, at a minimum, a dwelling unit where the
member indefinitely keeps her personal effects, and to
which whenever she is absent, she intends to frequently
return and remain for undetermined periods of time. In
determining whether a member’s place of residence is
within or without a particular circuit, the following factors
shall be taken into account: (i) location of place of employ-
ment; (ii) place where local state and income taxes are
paid; (iii) state and locality where motor vehicle registration
is made; (iv) state and locality where voter registration is
maintained; and (v) shall include but not limited to (a) mail-
ing address for federal income tax purposes; (b) state and
locality where driver’s license is obtained; (c) places where
bank accounts are maintained; (d) places where local
phone directory listings are maintained; (e) if married,
place where spouse and/or minor children (if any) live per-
manently; and (f) places where real property taxes are
paid. The burden of proving place of residence shall be on
the member, and the member shall have the responsibility
to provide documentation and other evidence satisfactory
to the WPRA Board of Directors to support the evidence of
the member’s claim of place of residence as of the time the
member declares herself from the Circuit and available and
willing to serve as Circuit Director. The Board of Directors
has sole discretion over this decision.
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Effective with the 2014 membership season. Non-resident,
after a member has designated a circuit for three consecu-
tive years, she will no longer be required to meet the non-
resident required participation rule to be eligible to qualify
for the circuit finals. After 3 consecutive years the member
will be eligible to meet the same requirements as a circuit
resident. NOTE: Each year the member must attach a let-
ter to her membership application claiming her non-resi-
dence status change. On the fourth year the member shall
submit a letter with her membership application stating she
has met all requirements of the rule above.

8.4.3. Rodeos that add $6,000 or less per event may
request co-approval for one or more circuits. Criteria is as
follows: a) Rodeo must be within 150 miles of the border of
the additional circuit. b) Points will count towards both cir-
cuits. ¢) The rodeo will not count as one of the required
circuit rodeo count, nor will it add to the number of circuit
rodeos required for the additional circuit next year. d) No
limited rodeos may be co-approved.

8.5. Discrepancy in Circuit Designation and Circuit
Residency

8.5.1. Any discrepancy in the designated circuit of record
must be brought to the attention of the WPRA within thirty
(30) days of the date of payment of dues.

8.5.2. Circuit designation and circuit residency may be
changed by contestant during rodeo year, provided that
contestant has not yet entered any WPRA event.

8.6. Circuit Finals

8.6.1. Each circuit will have the opportunity to have a
Circuit Finals, which shall be governed by these Bylaws,
the Official Rodeo Rules or the Circuit Finals Rodeo
Ground Rules.
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8.6.2. Protest of Money Won and Rodeo Count—At the
end of each rodeo year the top 25 in each circuit will be
provided a statement of their money won and rodeo count.
A member of the top 25 may protest their money won or
rodeo count or that of another in the top 25, provided that
the statement sent by the WPRA will be final unless a pro-
test, signed by the member and specifying the basis for the
protest, is received by the WPRA within 14 days of the
issuance of the statement. The 14 day protest period may
be shortened should other factors (season cutoff dates,
entry openings, etc.) prohibit the full 14 days. If the WPRA
Office determines a shorter time period is required, that
time period and deadline will be clearly communicated in
the year end challenge letters.

8.7. Circuit Points and Standings

At Circuit Finals only, six percent (6%) is held out and the

WPRA barrel race and breakaway roping will use the PRCA

timed event payoff scale.
8.7.1. Circuit points for rodeos held within a circuit shall be
awarded in the same manner as Championship Points are
awarded. Standings shall be tabulated for each circuit
based on circuit points awarded within a particular circuit to
Contestant Card Members who have chosen that particular
circuit as their designated circuit.

8.8. Circuit Finals Contestants

8.8.1. Each circuit may designate the number of contes-
tants to be accepted (10, 12, or 15) in events to be held at
the Circuit Finals. The number of contestants accepted will
be the same for all events, except for team roping, where
the number of teams shall be the same as the number of
contestants for all other events. To be a qualifier for a
Circuit Finals event, a Contestant Card Member must have
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selected the circuit as her designated circuit, must satisfy
the requirements of the 40%/15 rodeo rule, must finish
within the top number of contestants in the circuit standings
equal to the number of contestants accepted in that event
at the Circuit Finals, must be financially eligible and com-
petition eligible, and must officially enter the Circuit Finals
Rodeo. If there are not enough qualifiers in an event, the
remaining CF contestant positions shall be filled according
to Section 8.8.3.

8.8.2. Forty Percent (40%) 15 Rule

8.8.2.1. In order to satisfy the 40%/15 rule, a contestant
must comply with the following:

1.) If the contestant’s principal place of residence is
within her designated circuit, said contestant must com-
pete in either 40% of the rodeos within that circuit (based
on the total number of rodeos during the previous rodeo
year which held the particular event for which the contes-
tant seeks to become a CFR contestant) or 15 rodeos
with that event within the circuit, whichever is less or;
2.) If the contestant’s principal place of residence is not
within her designated circuit, said contestant must com-
pete in either 40% of the rodeos within the circuit (based
on the total number of rodeos during the previous year
which held the particular event for which the contestant
seeks to become a CFR contestant) or 15 rodeos with
that event within the circuit, whichever is greater (provid-
ed that, if there are less than 15 rodeos with a particular
event in a circuit during a rodeo year, a nonresident will
satisfy this rule if she competes in 100% of the rodeos
with that particular event in the circuit during that rodeo
year). At a Director’s discretion it may go up to 60%.
8.8.2.2. The number of rodeos entered on a permit will
count for the total number of rodeos entered, should the
permit member buy her card in that year.
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8.8.2.3. For multiple go-round rodeos, if the contestant
competes in at least one go-round, the rodeo will be
included in her rodeo count.

8.8.3. Filling of Remaining Positions

8.8.3.1. If not enough qualifiers are available after entry
closing to fill the CFR Contestant positions available,
WPRA non-qualifiers who have selected the circuit as
their designated circuit, who are financially eligible and
competition eligible, and who have satisfied the require-
ments of the 40%/15 rule shall be accepted as CFR
contestants, in order of their ranking in the circuit stand-
ings for that event, until all available positions have been
filled. Eligible contestants must enter the Circuit Finals.
If not enough non-qualifiers who meet these require-
ments are available after entry to fill the CFR contes-
tants positions available, the 40%/15 rule may be
waived and the remaining positions may be filled from
among the non-qualifiers who failed to satisfy the
40%/15 rule, in order of their ranking in the circuit stand-
ings for the event. Non-qualifiers will be eligible for the
Circuit Finals Rodeo awards only and not be eligible for
Circuit Year End awards, or titles, or advancement to the
National Circuit Finals Rodeo.

8.9. Challenge Residency or Number of Rodeos

8.9.1. Any member may challenge the validity of another
member’s declared principal place of residence or home
base, or the number of rodeos in which another member
competed, by filing a challenge in writing to the WPRA
Office no later than the year end cutoff date of the chal-
lenged member’s designated circuit. If challenged and
unable to prove principal place of residence or home
base within the designated circuit, or unable to prove
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the number of rodeos in which the member competed, a
member may be disqualified from participating at the
Circuit Finals and may be required to forfeit any
advancements, privileges and/or awards received in
connection with that circuit.

8.10. Year End Awards

8.10.1. All Circuit Year End awards or titles, or advance-
ment to the National Circuit Finals Rodeo will be forfeited
by a CFR contestant who fails to enter and compete in all
go-rounds at the Circuit Finals Rodeo unless such CFR
contestant has entered and follows release procedures as
outlined in the Official Circuit Finals Rules. Championship
title, recognition and awards will go to the next highest
ranked CFR contestant who competed in all go-rounds at
the Circuit Finals Rodeo. Additionally, only qualifiers, as
described in Section 8.8. will be eligible for Circuit Year
End awards or titles.

8.11. Position Changes Due to Circuit Finals

8.11.1. A contestant may request a position change at no
more than one approved rodeo that conflicts with the
Circuit Finals, provided contestant adheres to the following
guidelines:
8.11.1.1. Contestant must request position consider-
ation at time entry is taken at the conflicting rodeo.
8.11.1.2. Only those contestants fouled by the conflict
and who qualified for the Circuit Finals will be changed.
If a contestant does not qualify and is later added to the
Circuit Finals, she will then be moved at the conflicting
rodeo. Any contestant who qualifies for her Circuit Finals
and is moved at a conflicting rodeo, and then fails to
enter or compete in her Circuit Finals, will be fined $500.
All changes are to be made through Procom office prior
to call backs at the conflicting rodeos.
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8.11.1.3. All contestants being moved will be moved
according to the contestant’s position on the conflicting
rodeo’s priority list.

8.11.1.4. Contestants may not compete prior to or be
held beyond the completion of the go-round at the con-
flicting rodeo.

8.11.1.5. Any contestant who receives her preference at
the conflicting rodeo will not be allowed to change her
position if her preference at the conflicting rodeo is in
conflict with her position at the Circuit Finals Rodeo. This
includes all preferences.

8.11.1.6. All contestants will be moved to the first avail-
able position similar to their original position at the con-
flicting rodeo, if possible. A rake is not mandatory. The
only exception will be in the case of a contestant who
has a distance of over five hundred (500) miles to drive.
In this case, the contestant must notify Procom office
when she enters that she wants to be set up on the
second available position, if possible, due to the five
hundred (500) mile rule. If the contestant fails to notify at
time of entry in conflicting rodeo she will be placed in the
first available position. No contestant may compete in
the Circuit Finals at a time other than originally sched-
uled.

8.12. Circuit Rookie of the Year
8.12.1. Circuit Rookie of the Year shall be awarded to that
first year WPRA Card Member determined to be the high
money winner within that circuit as of the Circuit Finals
conclusion.

8.12.2. Reserved

8.13. National Circuit Finals Rodeo (NCFR)

8.13.1. There shall be held each year a NCFR, which shall
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be governed by these Bylaws, and the Official Rodeo
Rules, and the NCFR Ground Rules.

8.14. Qualifications for the NCFR

8.14.1. Entries for the NCFR will be taken from each of the
PRCA / WPRA Circuits. The Year-End Event Champion
shall be eligible to advance to the NCFR. If the Year-End
Event Champion and Circuit Finals Rodeo Average
Champion is the same individual, the highest ranked
qualifying (by dollars won and the 40%/15 rules) year-end
contestant in the event, in that circuit, who entered her
respective Circuit Finals Rodeo in that event, shall be eli-
gible to advance to the NCFR. Should either of the qualify-
ing contestants in a circuit decide not to go, or be ineligible
to advance to the NCFR, the next advancement opportu-
nity will be passed on to the next highest ranked qualifying
(by dollars won and the 40%/15 rules) year-end contestant
in that event, in that circuit, who entered her respective
Circuit Finals Rodeo in that event and who competed in all
go-rounds of the Circuit Finals.

8.14.2. Reserved

8.14.2.1. Reserved

8.15. Entry Fees for the NCFR

8.15.1. Reserved
8.15.2. Reserved

8.16. Adoption of Ground Rules

8.16.1. The Association hereby adopts current Circuit
Finals ground rules as promulgated each year, as long as
they are not in conflict with any rule herein.
8.16.1.1. It is the responsibility of the WPRA to have a
list of the Circuit Finals ground rules to go out with the
circuit challenge letters.
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8.16.1.2. The 3rd go-round of the Circuit Finals will be
random draw, unless by special Director approval. If
there is a 4th go-round, it will be run in reverse order
of the 3rd go-round.

Chapter 9
Violation of Rules and Penalties

No member shall refuse any reasonable request to assist the
Association, its Officers, committees, or agents in the proper
conduct of the affairs of the Association. In the event a fine is
imposed upon a WPRA barrel racer or breakaway roper at
the National Finals Rodeo, WPRA World Finals, Circuit Finals
or National Circuit Finals Rodeo by the WPRA, such fine shall
be payable to the assessing organization and may be deduct-
ed from winnings of the WPRA participant. If the WPRA par-
ticipant’s winnings are insufficient to cover the fine and the
fine is not paid within the required time frame, the WPRA will
attempt to collect the fine on behalf of the assessing organi-
zation. In the event such fine is not paid within the rodeo year
in which assessed, the WPRA will not issue a card or permit
to the member who has not paid said fine. The WPRA par-
ticipant may also be declared ineligible for the WPRA World
Finals, NFR and/or any other WPRA approved finals.

9.1. Disciplinary Procedure

9.1.1. Any member may be disciplined, fined, suspended,
or expelled from the Association and may be denied any or
all privileges of the Association whenever it shall have
been established by evidence satisfactory to the Board of
Directors that such member has violated any pertinent rule
of the Association. All contestants are required to read the
rules carefully. FAILURE TO UNDERSTAND WILL NOT BE
ACCEPTED AS AN EXCUSE.

9.1.1.1. Any member filing a complaint against another
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member may make her complaint through her Director,
or to the WPRA office. Further details regarding the
complaint shall be available only upon written request
from the party complained against. All names or persons
signing complaints will be kept confidential.

9.1.1.2. Violations of the pertinent rules of this Chapter
shall be divided into two categories: major and minor.

9.1.2. Collection Procedure

9.1.2.1. In the event that a WPRA member has outstand-
ing fines or balances due, the WPRA shall turn such
accounts over for collection by a collection agency.
Accounts will be sent to collection no less than ninety
(90) days after the fees, fines and/or balances were
assessed because of nonpayment. In the event that an
account is turned over for collection, the member is
responsible for payment to the WPRA for all costs of
collection, as well as the outstanding balance of her
account. In addition to the foregoing, once an account is
turned over for collection, the member will be suspended
from the WPRA ninety (90) days from the date the
account is paid in full.

9.1.2.2. All amounts billed to members, other than entry
fees, are due to the office by the 20th of the following
month.

9.1.2.3. If there are two incidents of repeat offenders
with accounts going to collections they must petition the
Board of Directors for WPRA membership.

9.2. Minor Violations

9.2.1. Minor violations are those hereinafter listed. A viola-
tion of any of these rules may result in a fine not more than
$250 per violation or as otherwise provided herein. A deci-
sion as to the minor violation shall be based upon the writ-
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ten statements from the complaining party and her or his
witnesses and a similar statement by the member com-
plained of and her witness. Decision of a minor violation
shall be made without a hearing.
9.2.1.1. The WPRA Board of Directors, Protest
Committee, or WPRA Office will deal with minor viola-
tions. A contestant cannot be disqualified for any minor
violations.

Minor Violation Fines:

Minimum fine

Turnout notified in performance

(drew up when requested) 1st or 2nd preference............ $50
Turnout notified in performance

(not up when requested) ........ccccoeviiiiiiiiiiiicee
Turnout notified in SIACK ......c.eoiiiiiiiiie e
Turnout not notified during performance ..
Turnout not notified during slack ............cccceeviiiiinnnnne.
Hat FiNE ..o
Release (per rodeo) .
Releases (if you use three [3] per rodeo year) ............ $250
And ineligible to compete until paid in full.

Unnecessary roughness towards horse during

competition or on rodeo grounds ..........cccceevueeriiieninennns $250
Running out of drawn order...........ccceeiiiieiiiiiiiiees $250
Working horse on markers

Failure to remove barrels (during practice) .................. $100
Barrels not restored to original location ........................ $100

Practicing after ground is worked
Failure to make an honest effort ..........ccccccoeeiiiieniin.
Dress Code
Grand Entry .
Competition DiSCrepancy .........c.ccoeceeeieeiieeiiencieeneenns
CIrCIING. et
Failure to pay entry fees by Tuesday (3:00 PM MT)
whether turned out or competed ..........ccocevveiiiiinne $50
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9.2.1.2. Contestant cannot be disqualified for not follow-
ing a posted ground rule with the exception of a WPRA
Board approved disqualification ground rule. Not com-
plying with posted ground rules shall result in posted
penalty.
9.2.2. Any member who is subject to a written complaint for
a minor rule violation will receive a statement from the
WPRA Secretary notifying her of the alleged violation
within sixty (60) days of said violation.
9.2.2.1. It is the right of any member to protest any fine
she receives. Member must pay fine and then submit a
letter of protest to the WPRA office to be reviewed and
determined by the Protest Committee. All protests and
payment of fines must be received in the WPRA office
no later than sixty (60) days from the happening or
event. The decision and action of such Protest
Committee shall be final and binding upon all parties,
subject to an appeal to the Board of Directors. Such
appeal shall be made by delivering to the Secretary of
the Association, within 14 days of the Protest Committee’s
decision, notice that the aggrieved party desires an
appeal. The appealing party will be responsible for the
cost incurred for obtaining witnesses on her behalf and
to insure the payment of such costs. Failure to comply
will result in member being ineligible to enter.
9.2.3. Long sleeve shirts that are collared and have either
buttons, snaps or full length zipper on the front of the shirt,
jeans without holes, western boots and western hat (hel-
mets are acceptable for all WPRA competitions) must be
worn for all rodeo performances and slack. Contestant’s
appearance must be neat, clean and professional. Any
contestant whose appearance is deemed unprofessional
will be fined. The fine will be $100.00. Only a WPRA Board
approved dress code ground rule will supersede.
9.2.4. Contestants TURNED OUT or COMPETING at the
rodeo must pay entry fees to the rodeo secretary at the
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rodeo or entry fees must be received in the WPRA office by
3:00 PM Mountain Time on the Tuesday following the end
of the rodeo. If not there is a $50 fine.

9.2.5. If the pattern is centered to the gate, contestant
must keep forward motion toward the first barrel and
forward motion when leaving the arena. Contestant
must be allowed to set up her run as necessary, with-
out circling, spinning, or pivoting. (If you circle, spin or
pivot there is a $100 fine.) If the contestant takes an
excessive amount of time, she may be fined $100 at the
judge’s discretion. If the pattern is not centered to the
gate, the contestant shall be allowed to set up her run
as necessary, without circling. (If you circle there is a
$100 fine). A spin or pivot is acceptable. A contestant
will not be considered to have made a circle if when
setting up their run they are working within a 12 foot
by 12 foot area. No intentional dismounting in the
arena. If a contestant takes an excessive amount of
time, she may be fined $100 at the judge’s discretion.
9.2.6. Reserved

9.2.7. Any WPRA member who has two (2) bad checks will
lose her check writing privileges and will be put on a cash
only basis for one (1) year from the date of the second
returned check. If this same member writes a third bad
check she will be put on a cash only basis for a period of
two (2) years. This same member shall have her name
removed from Procom the day she has a returned check
received in the WPRA office. She can enter no further
events until this is taken care of. When a WPRA member
has lost her check writing privileges, her WPRA number
will be changed to indicate this, therefore flagging it for the
rodeo secretary. There shall be a $30 bank charge and $15
service charge assessed for each returned check.

9.2.8. If a rodeo requires barrel racing and/or breakaway
roping contestants to ride in grand entry, a sign stating
such must be posted at the rodeo office. If sign is not
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posted, contestants are not required to ride in grand entry.

NO FINE.

9.2.9. Reserved

9.2.10. All contestants are required to make an honest

effort at all times when competing. $50 fine.

9.2.11. Contestants must run in the order they are drawn.

Failure to do so will result in a $250 fine.

9.2.12. A contestant shall not compete twice during the

same paid performance or slack (i.e. back-to-back in the

same performance), unless a rerun is given. $250 fine.

9.2.13. Contestants shall not be led past the entry gate into

the arena during the barrel race. Penalty for violation is

$50.
9.2.13.1. Any contestant obstructing the entry way or
causing congestion in the entry way to the arena during
the barrel race, will be subject to a fine of $100.
9.2.13.2. Contestant must be mounted on horse upon
entering arena gate. $50 fine.
9.2.13.3. Anyone helping a WPRA contestant into the
arena must adhere to the rules of the WPRA including
but not limited to; dress code, not obstructing alleyway,
and conduct restrictions for professional behavior.
Member will be subject to a fine of $100.00.

9.2.14. Intentional training during your money run will result

in a $250 fine. Completing run is not intentional training.

9.2.15. Reserved

9.2.16. A contestant may turnout her first run and take a

second run. Failure to notify of a turnout during a perfor-

mance shall result in a fine of $125.
9.2.16.1. Failure to notify of a turnout during slack $40.
For all AM slack, contestant must notify Procom no later
than the turnout deadline for the previous evening’s
performance or 5:00 PM Colorado Mountain Time of the
day prior to such section of slack if there is no perfor-
mance the previous evening.

9.2.17. No member shall enter a WPRA event without first
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giving her number to the appropriate authority. Penalty for
violation $100.

9.2.18. Any husband, father, mother, relative, or person
with any relationship with a WPRA competitor whether
related or not commits or assists in any act by omission or
commission, the result of which is to place a WPRA mem-
ber in a favored position, makes said competitor responsi-
ble and liable under this subsection.

9.2.19. No member, member’s spouse, member’s
parent(s), or person with any relationship with a WPRA
competitor whether related or not shall negligently, reck-
lessly, knowingly or willfully cause trouble inside or outside
the ranks of the WPRA by excessive complaining, willfully
causing disturbances, or unnecessarily aggravating WPRA
officials, Officers, Directors, rodeo producers, stock con-
tractors, secretaries, committees or judges. This is a $250
fine. This may also be a major rule infraction with a higher
penalty.

9.2.20. All members who are in the top fifty (50) in the
WPRA standings must submit biographies, photos and
other pertinent data on or before October 1 of each year to
the WPRA office. $50 fine.

9.2.21. A contestant who loses her hat in the arena during
a barrel race shall be fined $25.

9.2.22. Contestant is responsible for her mount, and no
one shall be mounted on a horse that poses a danger to
anyone. $250 fine.

9.2.23. Unnecessary roughness of a horse during competi-
tion or on rodeo grounds will result in a minimum $250 fine.
9.2.24. Competition discrepancy. When a contestant
arrives at a rodeo prepared to compete at a performance
or slack other than what is listed on the information pro-
vided to the secretary from Procom, and she alleges that
her arrival is due to an error by Procom, she shall be able
to compete if she has a Procom confirmation number.
However, the judges will investigate the allegation as soon
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as possible. If Procom is not responsible for the error, con-
testant will forfeit any money, points or awards won and will
be fined $250. Contestant will run last with a hand rake or
drag. If committee chooses, she can run after the perfor-
mance with a drag before.

9.2.25. All chain, metal and wire tie-downs and bosals
must be completely covered. Failure to do so will result in
a $25 fine for the offense, then doubling progressively
thereafter.

9.2.26. Permit members attempting to enter rodeos after
permit is filled will result in a $100 fine per occurrence.
9.2.27. Procom Investigation — A fine may be charged to
any contestant who files a discrepancy with the Central
Entry Office. The determination of the charge will be based
on the following. 1. If the contestant has the correct confir-
mation number and the Central Entry Office is found to be
in error, no charge will be assessed. 2. If the contestant
does not have a confirmation number, or the incorrect con-
firmation number a $15 fine will be assessed. 3. If the
contestant is found to be in error, a $20 charge will be
assessed.

9.3. Major Violations

9.3.1. Major violations are those hereinafter listed. Unless
the Board of Directors determines in its discretion not to
have a hearing, whenever anyone shall be accused of any
major violation, she shall be given not less than fifteen (15)
days’ notice of the appointed time and place of hearing. At
that time, she shall have an opportunity in person or by
counsel (licensed attorney only) to be heard and to present
evidence offered on her own behalf. Anyone who hires an
attorney to represent them at a Board meeting must give
the WPRA office no less than ten (10) days advance notice
or the attorney will not have the right to appear. Violations
on all rules of this chapter shall be subject to a fine of not
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more than $2,500 and/or suspension and/or probation and/
or denial of membership in the Association as determined
by the WPRA Board of Directors. Any major violation may
be reduced to a minor by WPRA Board action. When found
guilty of an offense, the member must post a cash deposit
in the amount of the fine or pay the fine, prior to an appeal
being made. As to 9.3.18 only, after the WPRA office
receives notice of the possible rule infraction, the alleged
infraction under 9.3.18 will be sent to the protest committee
for review. The protest committee will determine the appro-
priate penalty as limited by 9.3.1. A member turned in for a
violation of this rule has no right to a hearing with the pro-
test committee, but may submit a written position state-
ment, if desired. If a member is not satisfied with the deci-
sion by the protest committee, the member has a onetime
right of appeal to the WPRA Board as set forth in Rule
9.5.1. The protest committee in its discretion, may refer
any matter to the WPRA Board of Directors.
9.3.1.1. A major violation shall be commenced by the
accusing party, who need not be a member, filing with
the Secretary of this organization a written, signed state-
ment setting forth the act or acts the accusing party
believes to be a violation of a major rule.
9.3.1.2. All written, signed statements as set forth in
9.3.1.1., must be received in the WPRA office no later
than sixty (60) days from the happening or event.
9.3.1.3. The following violations shall constitute a major
rule violation:
9.3.2. Any member under the influence of alcohol or drugs
to excess while competing in a WPRA contest or being
under the influence of alcohol or drugs in the arena.
9.3.3. Any member, member’s spouse, member’s parent(s),
or person with any relationship with a WPRA competitor
whether related or not who recklessly, knowingly or willfully
causes trouble inside or outside the ranks of the WPRA by
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excessive complaining, willfully causing disturbances, or
unnecessarily aggravating WPRA Officers and Directors,
producers, secretaries, committees, judges, sponsors,
employees, volunteers and/or tractor drivers. Improper
content used or posted on social or digital media may con-
stitute a violation of this rule.

9.3.4. Any member who willfully by any act, whether by
commission or omission the result of which is to place the
actor or any other competitor in a favored position over
other contestants.

9.3.5. Any husband, father, mother, relative or person with
any relationship with a WPRA competitor whether related
or not commits or assists in any act by omission or com-
mission, the result of which is to place a WPRA competing
member in a favored positions, makes said competitor
responsible and liable under this subsection.

9.3.6. Amember, member’s spouse, member’s parent(s) or
person with any relationship with a WPRA competitor
whether related or not attempting to fix, threaten, bribe,
influence or harass the judge or other official. Improper
content used or posted on social or digital media may con-
stitute a violation of this rule.

9.3.7. Accusing or make statements detrimental to pro-
ducer, committee persons, secretary or timer.

9.3.8. Setting or moving markers at any time between
opening and closing dates with the intent to place a contes-
tant in a favored position.

9.3.9. Sending in fraudulent insurance claims.

9.3.10. Use of electronic and/or remote controlled devices
that could have the potential to alter the outcome of a con-
test whether in or out of the arena.

9.3.11. Talking to flag judge or timekeepers while events
are in progress.

9.3.12. Use of four (4) or more releases during a rodeo
year.
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9.3.13. Abuse of horse or livestock on the event grounds.
This accusation must be supported in writing by at least
two persons, the complaining party and one witness. The
requirement of a witness is waived if the complaining party
is a PRCA Rodeo Judge.
9.3.14. For being involved in any act, which in the opinion
of the Board of Directors, would be inconsistent with the
best interest of the WPRA by reflection on the honesty and
integrity of the WPRA or the sport of rodeo, barrel racing,
or breakaway roping. Improper content used or posted on
social or digital media may constitute a violation of this rule.
9.3.15. WPRA members must abide by WPRA rules, regu-
lations and procedures regarding the wearing of advertis-
ing garments, tack or gear, including patches, in the rodeo
arena.
9.3.16. A WPRA member shall not participate in or perform
an exhibition in a PRCA sanctioned rodeo not approved by
the WPRA. Does not apply to members with dual member-
ship with the WPRA and CPRA competing at Canadian
Professional Rodeos.
9.3.16.1. Reserved
9.3.16.2. No WPRA member shall participate in an invi-
tational barrel race or breakaway roping held at a PRCA
approved rodeo without Board approval. WPRA mem-
bers found guilty of participating in an open or invita-
tional barrel race or breakaway roping are subject to a
major rule infraction. Penalty will consist of a major rule
violation and fine of $250 plus the amount of winnings at
the rodeo or event.
9.3.17. Conduct, speech, appearance or lack of financial
responsibility, which shall be determined by the WPRA to
be significantly detrimental to the public image, reputation
or well-being of the WPRA or the sport of rodeo and barrel
racing or breakaway roping. Without limiting the forego-
ing, lack of financial responsibility shall include failure by a
member to pay debts as they come due.



WPRA Rule Book 53

9.3.18. Competing in a PRCA/WPRA rodeo or WPRA
Lead Sanctioned event that counts for rodeo count
and World Standings or Rodeo Circuit Standings within
seven (7) days after use of a release, beginning with your
first performance or slack for which the release is used.
9.3.19. A contestant cannot make any exhibition runs until
all her competition runs at that rodeo have been made.
Contestant cannot have an exhibition run made by another
person on her contest horse until all competition runs have
been made on that horse. Violation will result in a major
rule infraction.

9.3.20. Horses shall not be worked around official pattern
with or without barrels. Barrels shall be set not less than
fifteen (15) feet off markers.

9.3.21. A walk-up replacement contestant cannot be ineli-
gible. If a contestant, who was not originally entered in the
rodeo, is ineligible and competes at the rodeo, they will be
removed from the results and any winnings including
money, sponsor points, prizes will be redistributed. In addi-
tion to this redistribution, the contestant will be subject to a
major rule violation and will receive a minimum of a $1,000
fine.

9.4. Failure to Fulfill Contractual Obligations

9.4.1. Contestant is responsible for payment of bills and
personal expenses. If such bills are Western/Rodeo related
and not paid when due, and a creditor notifies the WPRA
office in writing of the amount of the bill and describes cir-
cumstances demonstrating improper nonpayment, the
WPRA Board may impose a fine on the member in the
amount of the unpaid bill. When the WPRA office receives
verifiable written notice that the bill to the creditor has been
paid, such fine will be removed from the contestant’s
account. Subject to a contestant’s rights of appeal, in the
event that the contestant elects to remit the fine to the
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WPRA office and does not pay the creditor directly, the
WPRA office will reimburse the creditor.

9.5. Major Violation Punishment

9.5.1. The decision and action of the Board of Directors on

all major violations is final, subject only to appeal as follows:
9.5.1.1. A one-time only request for review or rehearing
to the Board of Directors may be had by such a request
being in the WPRA office within ten (10) days notice of
the decision. The appeal will be heard at the next regu-
larly scheduled Board meeting, unless the Board, at its
sole discretion, determines to hold an earlier, special
hearing by telephone conference. If the Board deter-
mines to hold a telephone hearing, it will provide ten (10)
days notice of the date and time of such hearing to the
appealing party.
9.5.1.2. If the member is still dissatisfied with the results
of said hearing or review, the member may institute a
lawsuit or action in appropriate El Paso County, Colorado
court, or, if the suit or action invokes a claim for which
federal courts have exclusive jurisdiction, then, in the
event suit is filed in federal court, such suit or action
must be filed in the U.S. District Court for the District of
Colorado in Denver, Colorado.

9.5.2. After the date a person has been denied the privi-

leges of the Association, she shall not be allowed to com-

pete or participate in any contests approved by the WPRA.
9.5.2.1. If the Board of Directors determines that a mem-
ber has violated any of the rules (major) and that member
wishes to appeal the matter, she must pay the fine within
ten (10) days after notice of the result of the hearing.

9.6. Amendments

9.6.1. Reserved
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9.7. Redistribution of Points and Prizes

9.7.1. Members found in violation of WPRA bylaws and
rules (whether in their chapter or otherwise) may, in addi-
tion to fines, suspension and the like, be subject to loss of
all championship points and prize money won. At the dis-
cretion of the Board of Directors, points, money or prizes
may be redistributed.

Chapter 10
Rodeo Rules

10.1. Approvals and Committee Requirements

10.1.1. The WPRA shall negotiate approval of rodeos or
other contracts.
10.1.2. Committees desiring to hold a WPRA approved
event shall submit a signed approval form to the WPRA
office to count for championship standings. The event will
appear on www.wpra.com for (14) days prior to entry clos-
ing. WPRA is not responsible for mail/email that is mis-
guided or for the delivery of mail/ email or lack of delivery
of mail/email.
10.1.2.1. The approval fee must be paid before the
approval letter will be issued or the event listed on
www.wpra.com.
10.1.3. Rodeos that add $6,000 or less per event may
request co-approval for one or more circuits. Criteria is as
follows: a) Rodeo must be within 150 miles of the border of
the additional circuit. b) Points will count towards both cir-
cuits. ¢) The rodeo will not count as one of the required
circuit rodeo count, nor will it add to the number of circuit
rodeos required for the second circuit next year. d) No
limited rodeos may be co-approved.
10.1.3.1. Reserved
10.1.4. All rodeos with limited entries will be required
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to maintain the same qualifications from year to year.
Committees desiring to change qualifications must
submit the new qualifications with the prior year’s
approval application unless they plan to increase the
limit or offer a qualifier through which some contes-
tants will be seeded into the rodeo. Complying with the
limited entry rodeo policy adopted by the Board is an
exception to this requirement.
10.1.5. Any ground rules contradictory to or in addition to
the Association rules must be approved by the WPRA
Competition Committee at least prior to the entries opening,
but preferably fourteen (14) days prior to the entries closing.
Such rules should be posted at all times with the draw at the
rodeo office and will supersede the WPRA Rule Book.
10.1.6. Added money (defined as Committee added money)
for WPRA barrel race shall be the same as PRCA events.
Barrel races will not be approved for less than any PRCA
event with the lowest added money. Added money cannot
be reduced, having been equal, unless PRCA committee
added money is equally reduced due to hardship of rodeo.
10.1.6.1. No WPRA event held in conjunction with a
PRCA Rodeo will be approved for less than $500.
WPRA Breakaway roping added money must be
approved by Roping Director.
10.1.7. If additional prize money is to be added, it shall be
indicated by a “+” in the listing on www.wpra.com. Additional
money will be counted only if the exact amount is included
on www.wpra.com prior to entry closing.
10.1.8. If finals will be held at a rodeo, it shall be advertised
as such on www.wpra.com.
10.1.9. For a committee to be approved to have a short go
(finals), the added money must be a minimum of $12,500,
unless by special WPRA Board approval.
10.1.10. All rodeos that add less than $3,000 in purse
money must accept permits.
10.1.11. The WPRA reserves the right to refuse approval
on any event.
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10.1.12. Committees are required to have the necessary
and appropriate equipment in the arena to prepare the
ground for the barrel race (i.e., tractor, water convey-
ance and ground implement). When possible, the
ground should be prepared immediately before the bar-
rel race, so it is consistent throughout the event. If
competition runs are made both in slack and a perfor-
mance, the ground for slack MUST be prepared so it is
as similar as possible to the ground during the barrel
race performance. The ground for each performance,
prior to the start of barrel slack, and for each drag dur-
ing slack, will be prepared/drug with the same/similar
equipment to ensure consistency for all sets and drags.
10.1.12.1. There shall be no more than 12 positions
drawn in a performance, unless by special Director
approval. A tractor drag is required at least after six
(6) or after half of the number of contestants the
rodeo was set up for. If there is a Procom/WPRA
error requiring that the number of competitors in a
performance must increase over what was approved,
a hand rake or tractor drag is required. Correction of
a Procom error will place contestants missed based
on their priority. If a WPRA member is moved
because of a conflict due to qualifying for a finals or
semi-finals, they go to the bottom of the ground with
no drag. If the rodeo is approved and set up for ten
(10) runs, the ground must be worked after five (5).
If a rodeo is approved and set up for twelve (12)
runs, the ground must be worked after six (6) runs.
In both instances all turnouts, releases, and moves
must be included in the count if the drag is not con-
densed; and non-notified turnouts, walk-up replace-
ments and moves must be included in the count if
the drag is condensed. The ground throughout the
barrel pattern must be dragged after the same number
of contestants for all slacks and performances.
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10.1.13. Reserved

10.1.14. The stock contractor providing calves for WPRA
Breakaway Roping must be a PRCA member in good
standing, unless approved by the WPRA Roping Director.
10.1.15. Breakaway will be set up for at least 10 in each
performance unless otherwise approved and stated in the
ground rules.

10.2. WPRA Rodeo Approval Fee

Approval Fee Scale

Barrel Racing:

Approval Status 45 Days 44-22 21 Days
or Greater Days or less
All Amounts $150 $300 $500

Breakaway Roping:

Approval Status | 31 Days or Greater | 30 Days or Less
With WPRA - -
Barrels $50 additional $100 additional
Without WPRA

Barrels $150 $300

10.2.1. Breakaway applications received under 21 days
prior to the rodeo will be declined.
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10.3. Entry Fees, Number of Go-Rounds, Finals and Short
Rounds

10.3.1. Entry fee scale (NOTE — Procom fees ($21) need
to be added to these amounts for total entry fee amount):

For Barrel Racing:

Added Purse EF Amount/Go-Round
Up to $999.99 $50 EF for 1 go-round
$90 EF for 2 go-rounds

$1,000-$1,999.99 $55 EF for 1 go-round
$95 EF for 2 go-rounds

$2,000-$2,999.99 $65 EF for 1 go-round
$100 EF for 2 go-rounds

$3,000-$3,999.99 $70 EF for 1 go-round
$110 EF for 2 go-rounds

$4,000-$5,999.99 $90 EF if 1 go-round
$130 EF for 2 go-rounds

$6,000-$9,999.99 $110 EF for 1 go-round
$170 EF for 2 go-rounds

$10,000-$14,999.99 $135 EF if 1 go-round
$210 EF for 2 go-rounds

$15,000 and over $210 EF for 1 go-round
$260 EF for 2 go-rounds

*Unless by special Board approval.
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For Breakaway Roping:
Stock charge (up to $25) and applicable fees are not
included in following scale.

Up to $999.99 $80 for 1 go-round
$155 for 2 go-rounds

$1000 to $2499.99 $100 for 1 go-round
$175 for 2 go-rounds

$2500 to $4999.99 | $120 for 1 go-round
$195 for 2 go-rounds

$5000 to $9999.99 | $150 for 1 go-round
$225 for 2 go-rounds

$10,000 and up $175 for 1 go-round
$250 for 2 go-rounds

*Unless by special WPRA Roping Director Approval.

10.3.2. $35 will be added to each contestant’s entry fee for
all finals or short go-rounds. If a rodeo also has a semi-
final round, an additional $35 will be added to each contes-
tant’s entry fee.
10.3.3. $50 will be added to each contestant’s entry fee for
every additional full go-round run over two (2).
10.3.3.1. A stock charge up to twenty-five ($25) dollars
per contestant may be assessed for breakaway roping.

10.3.4. Go-Rounds

10.3.4.1. If number of entries is less than forty (40) at a
four-performance rodeo, less than fifty (50) entries at a
five-performance rodeo, or less than sixty (60) at a six-
performance rodeo; the rodeo committee has the option,
with Director approval, to make the barrel race or break-
away roping two (2) goes. Rodeos with seven or more
performances must have two (2) go-rounds unless by
special Director approval.
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10.3.4.2. In instances where the number of entries
exceeds the above, Director’s discretion may be used to
determine the number of go-rounds based on the num-
ber of performances and added money.

10.3.4.3. The 1st go-round will be a random draw and
the second go-round will be run in reverse order of the
1st go-round. The 3rd go-round will be a random draw
and the 4th go-round will be run in reverse order of the
3rd go-round, and so on.

10.3.5. Finals or Short Go-Rounds

10.3.5.1. There will be no fill-ins for a short go.
10.3.5.2. The amount of money for a short go-round will
be ten percent (10%) of the total purse, after deducting
six percent (6%).

10.3.5.3. When a finals is held, all times will be counted
for the average.

10.3.5.4. AFINALS at any given rodeo must be approved
by the WPRA Board of Directors.

10.3.5.5. Ties — Unless otherwise approved at the time
of the rodeo approval by the WPRA Board of Directors,
the standard procedure for selecting finals’ contestants
shall be:

a) Two or more head with a finals: Top 12. Ties will be
broken by the fastest time on any one run. If still tied, the
tie will be broken by the second fastest time on any one
run. If still tied, the next fastest time on any one run will
be used. If still tied, the next fastest time will be used,
with the process repeated until the tie is broken. If the
tie cannot be broken after all rounds have been
exhausted, all will be accepted.

b) One head with finals: Top 12. If 12th place split, drop
all splits and use 11 contestants. If 11th place split result-
ing in more than 12, drop all splits and go to top 10. If 10th
place split resulting in more than 12 all must be accepted.
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10.3.5.5.1. If go-rounds are held in separate are-
nas, with different pattern size (for barrels) or
score length (for breakaway), tie will be broken by
the highest placing on any run. If still tied, the
next highest placing on any run will be used. Any
ties may be approved by Stock Contractor,
Committee, and/or Circuit Director.
10.3.5.6. Making the Finals or Semi-Finals — Anyone
making the finals or semi-finals at a rodeo that conflicts
with another rodeo that has a committee purse of $3,000
or more will be moved forward at the conflicting rodeo to
the first available position, where possible, provided the
contestant notifies the Central Entry Office (Procom) of
the conflicting rodeo no later than the turnout deadline
for their originally scheduled performance. If there are
no available positions for the contestant to move for-
ward, the contestant will not be moved. Turnout fines for
the conflicting rodeo will be waived provided the contes-
tant notifies the WPRA Office by Tuesday at 3:00pm MT
following the end of the rodeo. Contestants will run last
in all go-rounds in which she is moved due to conflict,
provided the contestant does not create the conflict
through a trade. In barrel racing, if a WPRA member is
moved because of a conflict due to qualifying for a
finals or semi-finals, they go to the bottom of the ground
with no drag. In the event of subsequent go-rounds, if
contestant is moved for only one go, she will run last in
that go and then back to her original drawn position in
other go(s). If she is moved due to conflict for all goes,
she will run last in all goes. In breakaway roping, if a
WPRA member is moved because of a conflict due to
qualifying for a finals or semi-finals, they will go to the
top of the order of competition but will draw last for cat-
tle. End of go-rounds shall not interfere with moving
contestant per this rule. In a back-to-back situation, you
will be moved to the next available SET, meaning you
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will run your first go first and your second go second.
10.3.5.6.1. Turning Out of Finals If Moved or
Drawn Out of Conflicting Rodeo. If a contestant is
moved at a conflicting rodeo in accordance with
Rule 10.3.5.6 or is drawn out of a conflicting rodeo
in accordance with Rule 10.4.1.11.1, and that con-
testant turns out of the finals which had created
the conflict, that contestant shall be subject to a
$500 fine.
10.3.5.7. Contestants qualifying for finals, semi-finals, or
progressive go-rounds in the barrel race at regular sea-
son rodeos will have their positions randomly drawn.
Contestants qualifying for the finals, semi-finals, or pro-
gressive go-rounds in the breakaway roping shall have
their positions set in reverse order of qualification, with
the lowest ranked contestant positioned first and the
highest ranked contestant positioned last. In determin-
ing the ranks for qualification, if there is a tie for one or
more positions, the person with the fastest single time
from the previous go-rounds shall be ranked highest
among the tied contestants. If, after using this tie-break-
ing procedure, a tie still exists, the judges will draw by lot
to determine the rankings of those contestants still tied.
10.3.5.8. A progressive rodeo will be a two go-round
format, must add $10,000 or more and must have at
least four (4) performances in which to bring back ten
(10) to twelve (12) qualifying contestants per perfor-
mance. Progressive go is tradable and all finals perfor-
mances will be random draw. Entry fee and payoff will be
on the existing two go-round scale as defined in section
10.3.1. When 2nd go-rounds are either progressive or
run in reverse order, all releases or turnouts will be
treated as the slowest times. If there are multiple releas-
es or turnouts, they will be randomly drawn to order
them as the slowest.
10.3.6. Reserved
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10.4. Procom — Entries

10.4.1. Entries and Limitations

10.4.1.1. Reserved

10.4.1.2. All rodeo entries, call backs and closings will
be taken under Procom time parameters, which is
Mountain Time.

10.4.1.3. Contestants, when entering, must have valid,
correct WPRA number or they will not be entered.
10.4.1.4. Contestants are responsible for the use of their
WPRA numbers and possible consequences related to
its use.

10.4.1.5. Grace Period. For barrel racing, there will be a
1.5-hour time period after each closing time to allow
contestant to draw out or change preferences.
Adjustments must be made before the 1.5-hour time
period expires unless a further extension of time is
allowed by Procom. (Example: conflicting entry closing
times.) For breakaway, the grace period will be one
(1) hour unless a further extension of time is allowed
by Procom.

10.4.1.6. Contestants must notify Procom of turnout
and release information no later than three (3) hours
prior to the scheduled performance time. If slack is held
in the morning prior to the first performance, then the
deadline is 5:00 pm Mountain Time the previous day.
10.4.1.7. Must Not Be Ineligible. In order to enter a
WPRA approved rodeo or event, a contestant must be
eligible at time of entry opening. A contestant who is
ineligible at entry opening may still enter provided she
settles her ineligibility status prior to entries closing. The
WPRA office has the authority to correct entry related
errors in its reasonable discretion. Draw Out Charge.
Contestants drawn out of a rodeo due to ineligible status
or inactive status will be charged $5 per rodeo.
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10.4.1.8. Specification of Unofficial Entries. Any rodeo
entered will be considered an “official entry” unless oth-
erwise specified by the contestant at the time of entry
through Procom. Once positions are drawn a contestant
cannot change an “unofficial entry” to an “official entry.”
Only money won at “official entry” events will count for
Championship points. Only “official entry” events will
count for rodeos that have qualifications. All sponsor
points will count at any rodeo, regardless of the designa-
tion. A contestant may enter as many WPRA events as
she so chooses. However, no more than 100 WPRA
approved events for barrel racing and 80 for breakaway
roping will be accepted as “official entries”. If a rodeo is
entered as “unofficial” for World Championship points,
rodeo will be “unofficial” for circuit points. Definition of
official—Entering the arena and breaking the plane of
the eye for barrel racing or breaking the plane of the
box in breakaway roping at an “official entry” rodeo,
anything else would be unofficial.

10.4.1.9. A Parameter may be used at time of entry
whereby a contestant may specify that a given rodeo be
considered an “unofficial entry” if a certain number of
go-rounds or entries occur. Examples: “unofficial entry if
two”, “unofficial entry if less than 40.”

10.4.1.10. All entries in Canadian rodeos will be consid-
ered “official entries” unless the contestant designates
the rodeo as “unofficial.” WPRA contestants entering a
Canadian rodeo have the opportunity to re-designate to
“unofficial entry” a conflicting rodeo (either in the U.S. or
Canada) up until the first turnout deadline of the rodeo
that the contestant wished to re-designate. All such re-
designations must be done through Entry System Office.

10.4.1.11. Conflicts

10.4.1.11.1. Conflict Due to Qualification for
Progressive Go-Rounds, Semi-Finals, or Finals. A
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contestant who qualifies for a progressive go-
round, semi-finals, or finals, resulting in a conflict
with another “official entry” rodeo at which she
has not yet competed, may request that Procom
draw her out of the conflicting rodeo. This notifi-
cation must be no later than the turnout deadline
of her scheduled competition at the conflicting
rodeo. Contestant shall pay $5 draw out charge.
10.4.1.11.2. Reserved

10.4.1.12. Reserved

10.4.2. Back-to-Back Runs

10.4.2.1. At rodeos when back-to-back runs are
approved, contestants will make runs in consecutive
performances or slacks.

10.4.2.2. When back-to-back runs are the same day and
arerun is necessary, contestant may be given the option
of competing in another designated time or perfor-
mance.

10.4.2.3. Back-to-back runs apply to rodeos only.
10.4.2.4. At priority preference rodeos that are back-to-
back, both go-rounds must be traded as one. If you
trade your first go-round, you must also trade your 2nd
go-round to the same contestant.

10.4.3. Buddy System

10.4.3.1. Up to four (4) contestants may be drawn for
position together, but only in the same event. A WPRA
member can buddy with another WPRA member OR a
WPRA barrel racer may buddy with a PRCA member
only if it is her husband or immediate family (husband,
father, brother, son, mother, wife, sister, daughter).
However, she cannot buddy with both. WPRA contes-
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tants requesting a cross-event buddy may buddy with
only one other WPRA contestant. Also, WPRA barrel
racers requesting a cross-event buddy may NOT buddy
with a PRCA family member.
10.4.3.1.1. A valid marriage license must be received
in WPRA office before being allowed to buddy with
husband. WPRA Office must receive marriage license
by rodeo’s membership dues date in order to buddy
with husband.
10.4.3.1.2. WPRA office must receive all required
information (name, relationship, PRCA ID #, marriage
license if applicable) by the membership dues date in
order to buddy.
10.4.3.2. A contestant may have one, two, or up to three
buddies at priority preference rodeos. If they are request-
ing a cross-event buddy, then a contestant may only
have one buddy.
10.4.3.3. A person wishing to buddy with another con-
testant must have that contestant's PRCA or WPRA
number. Should that contestant later enter herself with-
out reciprocating the same buddy information, then the
“buddy” situation may be negated.
10.4.3.4. Specifically ask to be placed on the buddy
system. Contestants wishing to buddy must have exact-
ly the same preferences and parameters. Any deviation
negates the buddy condition.
10.4.3.5. The buddy system will have a primary and
secondary entry designation. The primary entry is the
person making the entry and the secondary entry is the
person entered by the primary entry.
10.4.3.5.1. Reserved
10.4.3.5.2. In the case of duplicate or multiple sec-
ondary buddies, the latest entry will be honored.
10.4.3.6. Cross-Event Buddies. The cross-event buddy
system may be requested only for those events with one
go-round, and only at those rodeos which are priority



68 WPRA Rule Book

preference rodeos. At rodeos that have two go-rounds
that are back-to-back, contestants may request the
cross-event buddy system be used. A contestant or con-
testants competing in both barrel racing and breakaway
may request a cross-event buddy in order to position
themselves during the same performance or slack for
both events entered, provided there are corresponding
performances or slacks available in both events. A
WPRA contestant requesting a cross-event buddy may
buddy with only one other WPRA contestant. Preferences
for both events must be exactly the same. If a contestant
requesting a cross-event buddy gives a preference that
is not valid in both events, her preferences will be
deemed invalid.
10.4.3.6.1. To the extent possible, up to two contes-
tants under the cross-event buddy arrangement will
be placed in both events in the same performance or
slack. Barrel racers can buddy with their PRCA family
members OR cross-event buddy with themselves in
the barrel racing and breakaway. However, she can-
not buddy with both. A WPRA/PRCA contestant can
cross-event buddy with themselves in a WPRA event
and a PRCA event, i.e., breakaway and team roping.
10.4.3.7. At priority preference rodeos with more than
six (6) performances, barrel racers can buddy with their
husbands on his second go-round positions. At non-pri-
ority preference rodeos, barrel racers cannot buddy with
their husbands on the second head but will be buddied
on the first head.

10.4.4. Entry Parameters

10.4.4.1. Once a member enters a rodeo, she has four
options available to her: 1) Draw out during the grace
period after the books close; she does not have to pay
entry fees. 2) After callbacks and entrant knows when
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she is up; she can turnout, meaning she will have to pay
entry fees and be subject to a turnout fine. 3) After call-
backs and entrant knows when she is up, she can
release; she will not have to pay entry fees but will have
to pay a twenty-five-dollar ($25) per rodeo charge and
cannot compete for seven (7) days beginning with her
first performance or slack the release is used 4) Member
can also trade at rodeos per rule 10.6.

10.4.4.2. Out if two go-rounds. Contestants wishing to
give an “out if” parameter must make said parameter
event specific.

10.4.4.3. Or Replace/Out. The contestant will be
drawn out of the rodeo if she does not receive either
her first or second preference and she used “Or
Replace/Out” as a parameter.

10.4.4.4. “Out If Slack.” At all rodeos, an “Out If Slack”
will be accepted as a parameter.

10.4.4.5. Not Performance As Second Preference. A
contestant may give a “not performance” prefer-
ence as a second preference at any Performance-
Preference Rodeo.

10.4.4.6. “No Same Day” will be accepted as a parameter.
10.4.4.7. “No Same Performance” will be accepted as a
parameter.

10.4.5. Priority Preference

10.4.5.1. P.P. means priority preference.

10.4.5.2. Contestant shall indicate when she enters
whether or not she has a preference for when she is up
in the first go-round. A maximum of 2 preferences will be
allowed. A specific slack may be given as a preference.
In the case of 2 or more go-round contests, (middle)
may be designated as a preference. Middle will be
defined as the performance or slack in which the first
go-round is completed.
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10.4.5.3. Contestant will give a preference for the first go
when she enters.

10.4.5.4. Reserved

10.4.5.5. At priority preference rodeos with more than
six (6) performances, barrel racers can buddy with their
husbands on the second head.

10.4.5.6. At non-priority preference rodeos, barrel racers
cannot be buddied with their husbands on the second
head but will be buddied on the first head.

10.4.6. Duplicate Entries

10.4.6.1. In the case of duplicate entries, the latest
entry’s parameters and preference will be accepted.

10.4.6.2. In the case of duplicate or multiple buddy
entries with any deviation in parameters or preferences
given, each primary entry’s parameters and preferences
will be honored, and the buddy system will be negated.

10.4.7. Permits Maximum

10.4.7.1. Permits Maximum. If Card Member entries
alone do not constitute 15 contestants per event per
day or 10 contestants per event per performance
(whichever is greater), said rodeo will be required to
accept all and/or enough Permit Members to fill the
remaining competitor positions. However, a mini-
mum of five permits must be accepted through a
random draw, unless the rodeo is limited.

10.4.7.2. At PRCA rodeos with PERMITS MAXIMUM, if
a WPRA contestant is buddied with her husband and
wants to be left in her event, she must specifically ask to
be left in if her husband is a permit holder and is drawn
out of his event. Otherwise, she will be drawn out also
and cannot be put back in the draw.



WPRA Rule Book 71

10.5. Entering and Payment of Entry Fees

10.5.1. All entry fees not paid to Rodeo Secretary are to be
received in the WPRA office by Tuesday 3:00pm MT fol-
lowing the end of the rodeo. Entry fees not paid in full by
this time will be assessed a late fine and member is at risk
of being made ineligible.
10.5.2. Contestants shall refer to the PRCA's Pro Rodeo
Sports News (PSN) and the WPRA Website www.wpra.
com for closing dates of entry.
10.5.3. Member must give her member number when
entering a rodeo. A member will be responsible for the
entry fee money of any girl she enters.
10.5.4. Contestants competing at the rodeo must pay entry
fees to the rodeo secretary at the rodeo or entry fees must
be received in the WPRA office by 3:00 PM Mountain Time,
Tuesday following the end of the rodeo.
10.5.4.1. Contestants turning out of a rodeo must have
entry fees paid in the WPRA office by 3:00 PM Mountain
Time, Tuesday following the end of the rodeo.
10.5.4.2. Reserved
10.5.5. The official rodeo secretary will take the entry fees,
handle the payoff, and be responsible to send the WPRA
results into the WPRA Office.
10.5.6. Arena secretaries may ask contestants to show
WPRA membership card at time entry fees are paid.
10.5.7. WPRA office will be responsible for nonpayment of
entry fees by WPRA members.
10.5.8. A contestant must enter an entire rodeo, not by go-
round.
10.5.9. Reserved

10.6. Trade Rule

10.6.1. First Go-Round. Contestants may trade positions in
the first go-round, for a PRCA/WPRA sanctioned event
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only in accordance with the terms and conditions of Rules

10.6.1.1 through 10.6.1.6.
10.6.1.1. Eligibility. Contestants may trade positions in
the first go-round of a PRCA/WPRA sanctioned rodeo. A
contestant shall be limited to only two first go-round
trades per rodeo at any given PRCA/WPRA sanctioned
rodeo. At no time will a contestant be allowed to trade,
within the same slack or within the same performance,
and a contestant cannot use two trades to gain a better
position in their originally drawn slack or performance.
Trades shall also be specific to the individuals involved
and shall not apply to buddy groups of which the traded
individuals are members.
10.6.1.2. Notification to Procom and Second Callback
Period. For a trade to be effective, each contestant
involved in a trade must personally notify Procom of the
trade before the trade deadline for that specific rodeo.
Procom will establish a second position call back time
(after the original call back time) for contestants to con-
firm whether the trade was made. Contestants shall be
responsible for contacting Procom to ensure the trade
was made, and no contestant shall be excused from
fines or their sanctions for missed competition times
because a trade was not made. Information on entries
will not be given to rodeo secretaries or rodeo commit-
tees until after the second callback period has ended.
10.6.1.3. Trading Options: No re-designation of
Unofficial. If a trade is allowed under these Rules, the
positions of the contestants involved in the trade may be
exchanged. Once a trade is granted, the traded posi-
tions shall be effective for all go-rounds in that rodeo. If
a trade request is granted, the contestants involved in
the trade may no longer designate that rodeo or event
as an “unofficial” rodeo or event.
10.6.1.4. Violations and Turnout Fines. Any contestant
or other individual found to be intentionally violating the
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provisions of this rule will be disqualified from the rodeo,
will be required to return any and all monies won at the
rodeo in the event involved, and will be subject to a fine.
10.6.1.5. Contestant CAN trade from a performance or
slack to an open position (release or turnout). Trading
into an open position can be made through Procom up
until the trade deadline.

10.6.1.6. Trade Restrictions: A contestant will not be
allowed to enter another contestant for the sole purpose
of obtaining a position in a rodeo to be used later as a
first go-round trade or to affect the placement of a rodeo
by PROCOM. Any contestant in violation of this offense
or any contestant who willingly permits her card number
to be used for this purpose, may be subject to a $10,000
fine and a possible 30-day suspension.

10.6.2. Reserved

10.6.3. Second and Subsequent Go-Rounds

10.6.3.1. At performance preference rodeos, positions in
subsequent go-rounds may be traded by contestants upon
obtaining, from the rodeo secretary, a trade form and sub-
mitting said form to rodeo secretary prior to the specified
deadline. At no time will a contestant be allowed to trade
into an open position within the same section of slack or
within the same performance. Rodeo Secretaries may
trade a contestant into an open position created by a turn-
out, doctor release, visible injury or draw out, provided this
is done prior to the specified deadline. A trade to an open
position which would move a contestant from a perfor-
mance to a section of slack will not be allowed, nor will a
trade to an open position within the same performance or
section of slack be allowed. No second go-round trades will
be allowed if an event is back-to-back or a straight flip
(unless otherwise noted in the ground rules or if trades
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were not allowed through PROCOM). A contestant will be
allowed only two trades for each of the second or subse-
quent go-rounds.

10.6.4. Deadline for Timed Events

10.6.4.1. The deadline for submitting the trade form to
the arena secretary in the timed events shall be the end
of the first go-round, except that, where a split perfor-
mance ends a go-round, the deadline shall be the end of
the prior performance or section of slack.

10.6.4.2. Trade deadlines for progressive rounds shall
be one hour after the posting of the progressive round.
Contestants will submit trade form to secretary in that
time, and will get confirmation from secretary that trade
is good.

10.6.5. Contestant Cannot Trade

10.6.5.1. Refer to Rule 10.6.1.6.

10.6.5.2. Contestant cannot trade within her perfor-
mance or slack. Contestant will run where drawn.
10.6.5.3. Contestant CANNOT trade if so stated in
ground rules, if contestant completes a trade, she will be
disqualified from rodeo, but is still responsible for her
fees, and any applicable fines.

10.7. Releases and Turnouts

10.7.1. Releases

10.7.1.1. If a contestant is releasing out of a PRCA /
WPRA rodeo, she must notify Procom no later than
three (3) hours prior to the performance or slack she is
up in. The contestant must identify each rodeo she
needs to release out of including rodeos within the
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seven (7) day ineligibility period. Releases carry a
charge of $25 per rodeo released. Morning Slack. If a
contestant is releasing out of a morning section of slack,
she must notify Procom no later than the turnout dead-
line of the previous evening’s performance or 5:00 pm
Mountain Time the day prior to such section of slack if
there is no performance the previous evening.
10.7.1.2. A contestant is allowed a total of two (2)
releases per event in a rodeo year. Misuse of a release
or the release process can be considered cheating,
which is a major rule violation. If one has not competed
within 3 months and releases from greater than 6 rode-
os, you will become ineligible and will need to seek
Circuit Director approval for future releases. You will
need to provide proof.
10.7.1.3. Additional releases beyond two (2) per event
will result in violations. Three (3) releases per event
results in a minor violation with a $250 fine and you are
ineligible to compete until the fine is paid. Four (4)
releases per event results in a major rule infraction.
10.7.1.3.1. Use of additional releases will result in a
major rule infraction.
10.7.1.4. A contestant who releases shall not be eligible
to compete in a PRCA/WPRA rodeo or WPRA Lead
Sanctioned event that counts for rodeo count and
World Standings or Rodeo Circuit Standings in that
event for seven (7) days, beginning with the first perfor-
mance or slack the release is used. A single release can
be used for multiple rodeos and can continue until the
release is ended by the contestant competing or the end
of the rodeo season. A contestant is considered to have
competed in barrel racing by entering the arena and
breaking the plane of the eye or breaking the plane of
the box in breakaway roping. The seven (7) day ineligi-
bility period is not affected by the start/end of a rodeo
season.
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10.7.1.5. Once a contestant releases out of a rodeo, she
is out of the entire rodeo for that event. Releases may
not be used by go-round only.

10.7.1.6. If Procom is notified of a withdrawal because of
release prior to contestant competing in an event, her
entry fee is not to be included in the payoff.

10.7.1.7. If a contestant is able to compete after she has
released through Procom, she has the option to un-
release through Procom as long as it is before the turn-
out deadline.

10.7.1.8. A contestant who releases in one event may
compete in another.

10.7.2. Visible Injury

10.7.2.1. A contestant may turnout due to illness or a
visible injury to horse or contestant at the rodeo; pro-
vided the appropriate visible injury form is authorized by
the judge.

10.7.2.2. In this instance, the contestant shall remain
eligible to enter or compete in any WPRA event following
the performance or slack which she has turned out
because of visible injury.

10.7.2.3. Entry fees remain in the payoff, but all turnout
fines will be waived. Entry fees not paid to the rodeo
secretary are sent to the WPRA office.

10.7.2.4. Visible injury forms signed by the judge of a
given rodeo must be received in the WPRA office with
that rodeo’s results.

10.7.2.5. A barrel racing contestant may be held back to
the end of a go-round, with approval, due to injury of
contestant if contestant was injured at a PRCA/WPRA
approved rodeo. Injury must be witnessed/acknowl-
edged by a judge and contestant must be able to show
a valid medical release if requested. Contestant must be
last out in the go-round in which she is held back. A
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breakaway contestant may be held back until later in the
go-round but shall not be held past the original end of
the run of the cattle. If the breakaway is back-to-back, no
contestant may be held back due to injury beyond the
end of the original pen in which she was drawn. If held
back, contestant may not compete at any other rodeo
until she has competed in the performance to which she
was held back.

10.7.2.6. If contestant is granted a visible injury by
judges or appropriate party, she may withdraw from that
event, but this does not prevent her from competing in
other events in which she is entered.

10.8. Turning Out

10.8.1. There is a $20 fine to any contestant making a noti-
fied turnout in slack.
10.8.2. Any contestant turning out of a paid performance of
a rodeo, when she is up on her first or second preference,
will receive a fine of $50, unless slack was given as the first
preference. Contestants must turnout through Procom no
later than three (3) hours prior to the performance she is
scheduled to compete in. Entry fee must be paid.
10.8.3. Contestants turning out of a limited entry rodeo
within the 30-hour replacement period will not be respon-
sible for paying her entry fee ONLY if she is replaced. The
contestant that turned out and was replaced will only need
to pay her turnout fee.
10.8.3.1. If a limited entry rodeo’s ground rules deem a
contestant ineligible for competition in subsequent years
due to turning out and the 30-hour replacement policy is
in effect, a contestant will only be deemed ineligible to
compete in subsequent years if a replacement is not
found.
10.8.4. Failure to notify of a turnout during a performance
shall result in a fine of $125.
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10.8.5. Failure to notify of a turnout during slack, $40.
10.8.6. Failure to pay entry fee and fine will result in ineli-
gibility to enter rodeos.

10.8.7. A contestant may turnout her first run and take her
second run. If the contestant competes in at least one go-
round, the rodeo will be included in her rodeo count.
10.8.8. Should circumstances change that make it possible
for a contestant to compete after a turnout notification has
been made, she can reverse her turnout through Procom
prior to the turnout deadline and be put back in her original
draw position. After the turnout deadline, she can notify the
rodeo secretary individually, so she can be put back in her
original draw position and allowed to compete. This must
be completed prior to the start of her performance or slack.
(This rule does not apply to rodeos that utilize the “30-Hour
Replacement Policy”). If stock has already been drawn
excluding this contestant, she shall not be allowed to com-
pete. For rodeos with a condensed drag, if she reverses
her turnout after the turnout deadline with the rodeo secre-
tary, she will run at the end of her performance or slack
with no additional dragging. For rodeos utilizing the walk-
up replacement policy, any contestants who have been
replaced by a walk-up replacement will run at the end of
their performance with no additional dragging for them.

10.9. Day Money System

10.9.1. In the event a barrel is off the marker, the timer or
flagman is not in the proper position, the course is materi-
ally changed or altered (i.e. markers moved to different
location in arena, entire course moved to a different loca-
tion, barrier or score length changed), or if the barrel
race or breakaway roping is cancelled after some have
competed due to dangerous conditions, the event may be
paid off using the day money system in order not to sacri-
fice money won at that rodeo or event.
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10.9.1.1. For barrel racing, the course is defined as

the barrel pattern from start line to finish line.
10.9.2. Take the total pot less 6% and divide by total num-
ber of entries then multiply that by the entries in the perfor-
mance/slack you are paying off.
10.9.3. In the case of cancellation of an event as per
10.9.1, if half or more of the contestants competed, then all
added money plus applicable entry fees are to be paid out
to those contestants and points will count. If less than half
compete, a prorated portion of the added money plus appli-
cable entry fees are to be paid out and only those points
will count. Each performance or slack should be figured
individually, unless all performances or slack contain the
same number of contestants. Note: PRCA will not accept
points for bonus programs if WPRA day money is paid at a
PRCA rodeo. PRCA will not divide bonus points, but will
disallow the entire rodeo.

10.10. Redistribution of Prize Money

10.10.1. If a result is received in the WPRA office and has
not been figured correctly by the rodeo/event secretary it
will be corrected with a REDISTRIBUTION OF PRIZE
MONEY to those contestants who should be paid.
10.10.2. In the event a contestant violates the release
seven (7) day ineligibility period or a member continues
to compete on a permit after her permit has been filled, the
Board of Directors may elect to redistribute winnings
including money, sponsor points and prizes.

10.11 Results

10.11.1. All Pro Rodeo secretaries are required to submit
correct and completed results sheets, rule infraction
sheets, contestants list, judge and timer sheets, and barrel
pattern sheets which must be received no later than
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10:00 am the morning following completion of the final
performance of a rodeo to the WPRA Office.

10.11.2. Results shall include WPRA card number and a
list of all entries in WPRA event(s).

10.12. TV Money

10.12.1. If a WPRA event is photographed, filmed or tele-
vised, the WPRA reserves the right to request an initial
sum of money for its right and those of its members, plus
the right to residuals of the outtake film footage. The WPRA
may contribute a portion of any amount paid to the purse
of the televised event. The WPRA retains all rights in and
to filming, taping, still footage/photography, radio and tele-
vision broadcasting or reproduction in any manner or form
thereof of any WPRA sanctioned event.

10.12.2. Upon entering a WPRA sanctioned event to be
filmed or televised with filming fees paid to the WPRA
office, the contestants forfeit the right to negotiate for spon-
sor/ talent fees.

10.12.3. A member of the WPRA who enters a sanctioned
rodeo or event, and any stock contractor, official or staff of
the rodeo, or other person admitted to the rodeo shall, as a
condition of entry, employment, admission or other involve-
ment therein, be deemed to consent to WPRA ownership of
all rights in and to her appearance or other involvement
therein, and the WPRA shall have the right, and may permit
others as it sees fit, to dispense, reproduce, sell, and other-
wise use any such person’s name, voice, likeness, biogra-
phy, photograph and other pictures in connection with the
advertisement and promotion of the rodeo or sport of rodeo
and any reproduction thereof, in any form. The WPRA shall
not use a photograph of a specific contestant in connection
with a product or service without the contestant’s consent,
provided that no consent is required for televising contes-
tants in WPRA sanctioned events.
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10.12.4. A member of the WPRA who participates in sanc-
tioned rodeo events authorizes the WPRA to act on the
member’s behalf as well as on the behalf of the WPRA in
engaging in promotional activities relating to the conduct of
the sport of rodeo.

10.12.5. A member may not be required to, and shall not,
participate as a contestant or otherwise appear on any
form of television, including pay, cable, subscription, closed
circuit and/or sound depiction in connection with any
WPRA event, unless the WPRA's written consent has been
secured by the person seeking such participation or
appearance, with the understanding that said consent
must be obtained from the WPRA at least thirty (30) days
prior to the first performance of such event.

Chapter 11
Payoffs

11.1. Rodeos Sanctioned by the PRCA

11.1.1. Six percent (6%) will be deducted from the added
money and entry fees and sent with the WPRA results to
the WPRA office. Additional Sponsor money is exempt
from six percent (6%) deduction, but is used for total prize
money and determining the number of places to be paid.
11.1.2. Sponsor money is added after the six percent (6%)
is deducted.

Barrel Racing Payout:

Up to $1,000.......cccceieirnene 4 monies

$1,000.01 to $2,000 .............. 6 monies

$2,000.01 to $4,000 8 monies

$4,000.01 to $9,999.99 ......... 10 monies

$10,000 to $15,000 ............... 12 monies (on one go only)
$15,000.01 and Up ......coc....... 15 monies (on one go only)
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Prize money payoff shall include the sponsor’s purse and
the entry fees. Monies shall be paid in a go-round or aver-
age with the divisions as follows:

11.1.2.1. Up to $1,000 = 4 monies

11.1.2.2.
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11.1.2.5. $10,000 to $15,000 = 12 monies (1 run only)

Istonnn.

2nd ......... 17%
3rd.......... 14%
4ath .......... 1
5th.......... 10%
6th .......... 7%

(K] S

2nd ......... 16%

3rd.......... 1

4th .......... 10%

5th.......... 8%

6th .......... 6%

7th .......... 5%
Breakaway Payout:
11.1.2.7.
Up to $3,000

$3,000.01 to $6,000 ....
$6,000.01 to $10,000
$10,000.01 to $13,000
$13,000.01 to $17,000
$17,000.01 and above

4.5%

run only)

12 monies (on one go only)
15 monies (on one go only)

Prize money payoff shall include sponsor’s purse and the
entry fees. Monies shall be paid in a go-round or average

with the divisions as follows:

11.1.2.8. Up to $3,000 = 4 monies
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11.1.2.9. $3,000.01 to $6,000 = 6 monies
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11.1.2.12. $13,000.01 to $17,000 = 12 monies
(1 run only)

11.1.2.13. $17,000.01 and above = 15 monies
(1 run only)
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11.1.2.14. There shall always be an average paid on two
or more go-rounds. Determine the amount of money to
be paid in the rounds and average according to rules
11.1.3 or 11.1.5 for barrels or 11.1.4. or 11.1.6. for break-
away for rodeos with a short go-round. Using the total
money in each long go-round as a guide, determine the
number of places to be paid; all averages will pay the
same number of places as the long go-rounds. No long
go-round or average shall pay more than 10 places
regardless of the total amount of money in the average.
When a finals or short go is desired, four (4) monies will
be paid, and should be advertised as such on www.
wpra.com. When a finals is held, all times will be count-
ed for the average. The amount of money for a short
go-round will be ten percent (10%) of the total purse
after deducting the six percent (6%) WPRA withholding.

11.1.3. Payoff for Go-Rounds and Averages for Barrel
Racing

11.1.3.1. TWO GO-ROUNDS AND AVERAGE: Average
is the same as the go-rounds. Divide the aforemen-
tioned total by three (3).

11.1.3.2. THREE GO-ROUNDS AND AVERAGE:
Average is one and a half (1 %) times the go-round.
Divide the aforementioned total by nine (9). Multiply the
answer by two (2) for the go-rounds and three for the
average.

11.1.3.3. FOUR GO-ROUNDS AND AVERAGE: Average
is two (2) times the go-round. Divide the aforementioned
total by six (6) and the answer will be the go-round.
Twice the answer will be the average.

11.1.3.4. FIVE GO-ROUNDS AND AVERAGE: Average
is three (3) times the go-round. Divide the aforemen-
tioned total by eight (8) and the answer will be the go-
round. Three (3) times the answer will be the average.



WPRA Rule Book 87

11.1.3.5. MORE THAN FIVE GO-ROUNDS: Average is
never more than three (3) times the go-rounds. Take the
number of go-rounds to be held, add three (3), and
divide the total by this figure. The result is the go-rounds
and three (3) times the result is the average.

11.1.4. Payoff for Go-Rounds and Averages for
Breakaway Roping

11.1.4.1. TWO GO-ROUNDS AND AVERAGE: Average
is one-and- one- half (1 %2) times the go-round. Divide
aforementioned total by 7. Multiply the result by two (2)
to obtain the amount of prize money for each go-round.
Multiply by three (3) to obtain the amount of prize money
for the average.

11.1.4.2. THREE GO-ROUNDS AND AVERAGE:
Average is one-and-one-half ( 1 '2) times the go-round.
Divide aforementioned total by nine (9). Multiply the
answer by two (2) for the go-rounds and three (3) for the
average.

11.1.4.3. FOUR GO-ROUNDS AND AVERAGE: Average
is two (2) times the go-round. Divide the aforementioned
total by six (6) and the answer will be the go-round.
Twice the answer will be the average.

11.1.4.4. FIVE GO-ROUNDS AND AVERAGE: Average
is three (3) times the go-round. Divide the aforemen-
tioned total by eight (8) and the answer will be the go-
round. Three (3) times the answer will be the average.

11.1.5. Payoff on Finals and Short Go-Rounds for
Barrel Racing

11.1.5.1. PAYOFF ON ONE GO AND SHORT GO: First
go 45% of purse, short go 10% of purse and average
45% of purse.

11.1.5.2. Two Go-Rounds With a Finals and Average:
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Average is 1 72 times the go-round. Deduct amount of
the short go money from the aforementioned total.
Divide the answer by seven (7). Twice the answer is the
go-round. Three times the answer is the average.
11.1.5.3. Three Go-Rounds With a Finals and Average:
Average is twice the go-round. Deduct amount of the
short go money from the aforementioned total. Deduct
the remaining figure by five (5) and the answer will be
the go-round. Twice the answer will be the average.
11.1.5.4. More Than Three Go-Rounds With a Finals and
Average: Average is three (3) times the go-round.
Deduct amount of the short go money from the afore-
mentioned total. Divide the balance by the number of
go-rounds plus three (3). The answer will be the go-
round and three (3) times the answer will be the average.
11.1.5.5. When a short go-round or finals is desired, four
(4) monies will be paid, and should be advertised as
such on www.wpra.com. 10% of the total purse will be
deducted for the short go or finals.

11.1.6. Payoff on Finals and Short Go-Rounds for
Breakaway Roping

11.1.6.1. One Go-Round With a Finals and Average.
Average is one -and-one-half (1 %2) times the go-round
money. Deduct ten percent (10%) of total and divide the
remaining by five (5). Multiply the result by two (2) to
obtain the money for the go-round and by three (3) to
obtain amount of prize money for the average.

11.1.6.2. Two Go-Rounds With a Finals and Average:
Average is one-and-one-half (1 %2 ) times the go-round.
Deduct amount of the short go money (10%) from the
aforementioned total. Divide the balance by seven (7).
Twice the answer is the go-round. Three times the
answer is the average.

11.1.6.3. Three Go-Rounds With a Finals and Average:
Average is twice the go-round. Deduct amount of the
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short go money (10%) from the aforementioned total.
Divide the remaining figure by five (5) and the answer will
be the go-round. Twice the answer will be the average.
11.1.6.4. More Than Three Go-Rounds With a Finals and
Average: Average is three (3) times the go-round. Deduct
amount of the short go money (10%) from the aforemen-
tioned total. Divide the balance by the number of go-
rounds plus three (3). The answer will be the go-round
and three (3) times the answer will be the average.

11.1.7. Ground Money

11.1.7.1. If not enough contestants qualify for the num-
ber of places to be paid in an average or a go-round, the
remaining places shall be divided evenly among those
contestants who did qualify. If no one qualifies, the prize
money shall be divided evenly amongst all who com-
peted. This money is considered ground money and will
not count for official championship points.

11.2. Producers of WPRA Approved Lead Sanction Barrel
Races

11.2.1. Producers of WPRA Approved Lead Sanction
Barrel Races not held in conjunction with a rodeo, have the
option of using the “rodeo payout” as listed in Section
11.1, or the following:

Up to $800.......cccoe...... 4 monies
$800.01-$1200 ... .. 6 monies
$1200.01-$1700.......... 8 monies
$1700.01-$7000 .......... 10 monies

$7000.01 and above ... 12 monies

This optional payout for WPRA stand-alone barrel races,
uses the same percentages as the rodeo payouts. Producer
must designate which payout will be used on approval form
and in all advertising.
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Chapter 12
Competition
12.1. Contestants

12.1.1. Each contestant will receive a complementary pass
that will entitle her to a seat and a gate pass, unless mem-
bership card is used for the same purpose.
12.1.2. Contestants in the arena must not interfere with the
work of the press and professional photographers, or with
the vision of the spectators.
12.1.3. When a victory lap in a performance is required,
contestant must ride. If she is unable to ride her horse, she
must notify rodeo management so a horse can be made
available.
12.1.4. Two contestants may ride the same horse. In barrel
racing, each contestant must ride in the position that was
drawn.
12.1.4.1. In breakaway roping, contestants can
request a change in the competition order (a “split”);
such request must be made to the Arena Secretary or
the timed event chute boss. The first contestant
drawn for a position not riding this horse shall be
moved up to the position to be split, unless judges
authorize a further split because of arena conditions.
Contestants can only be moved far enough to accom-
modate the split on the horse. Abuse of this rule shall
subject the member to rule violations and penalties
under Chapter 9.

12.2. Dress Code and Equipment Code

12.2.1. Contestants appearance must be neat, clean and
professional. Any contestant whose appearance is deemed
unprofessional will be fined. The fine will be $100.00.
Contestants must wear long sleeve shirts that are collared
and have either buttons, snaps or full length zipper on the
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front of the shirt. Jeans without holes, western boots and
western hat (helmets are acceptable for all WPRA compe-
titions) must be worn for all rodeo performances and slack.
12.2.2. Reserved

12.2.3. Helmets are acceptable for any WPRA competition.
12.2.4. Headgear and Western type saddle are required.

12.3. Barrel Race Details

12.3.1. The barrel race is a timed event, using brightly
colored 55-gallon steel drums. Race is run in a cloverleaf
pattern around the barrels consisting of one (1) right and
two (2) left, or one (1) left and two (2) right turns. If
barrel(s) is knocked down, contestant must turn the
barrel(s) to receive a time.
12.3.2. Both ends of the barrel must be enclosed.
12.3.3. There shall be no rubber or plastic barrels or barrel
pads used.
12.3.3.1. If barrel covers are used they should be used
in slack as well as performances. Arena signage should
remain in place for slack competitions. Same barrels
must be used throughout entire rodeo.
12.3.4. There is to be only one contestant horse in the
arena at a time during the barrel race, without exception.
12.3.5. Entry gate(s) will remain the same for all contes-
tants during the entire rodeo unless otherwise posted in a
WPRA Board approved ground rule. Failure to comply will
result in disqualification.
12.3.6. Exit gate(s) will remain the same for all contestants
during the entire rodeo unless otherwise posted in a WPRA
ground rule. Failure to comply will result in disqualification,
unless, if in the judge’s opinion, every effort was made to
comply.
12.3.6.1. If exit gate is incorrectly left open or closed for
the first contestant(s) in the rodeo, then exit gate should
remain that way for the rest of the contestants, unless it
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is a deemed unsafe. If exit gate is incorrectly left open or
closed for contestant(s) after some contestants have
already run with it the correct way, then the gate should
be kept in the position that the largest number of contes-
tants had for all the remaining contestants. If exit gate
position is stated in the ground rules, then the exit gate
shall be returned to the position stated in the ground
rules. No reruns will be given based on incorrect gate
position.
12.3.7. The start/finish line and the position for the barrels
must be marked permanently for the entire rodeo.
12.3.7.1. The start line is defined as the plane across
the entire arena, fence to fence, regardless of the posi-
tion of the electric timers. Crossing the start/finish line
anytime before horse breaks electric eye beam to start
run will result in a no time.
12.3.8. The contestant is allowed a running start. Gate(s)
must be safe and fair for all contestants.
12.3.9. If the pattern is centered to the gate, the contestant
must keep forward motion toward the first barrel and forward
motion when leaving the arena. Contestant must be
allowed to set up her run as necessary, without circling, spin-
ning, or pivoting. (If you circle, spin or pivot there is a $100
fine.) No intentional dismounting in the arena. If the contes-
tant takes an excessive amount of time, she may be fined
$100 at the judge’s discretion. If the pattern is not centered
to the gate, contestant shall be allowed to set up her run as
necessary, without circling. (If you circle there is a $100 fine).
A spin or pivot is acceptable. No intentional dismounting in
the arena. If a contestant takes an excessive amount of
time, she may be fined $100 at the judge’s discretion.
12.3.9.1. If arena gate is to be used as a center gate
and contestant is required to run in, the barrel pattern
should be situated in such a manner as is centered to
the gate with the first and second barrel equal distance
from the gate.
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12.3.9.2. A contestant will not be considered to have
made a circle if, when setting up their run, they are work-
ing within a 12 foot by 12 foot area.
12.3.10. Time will begin when contestant crosses the start/
finish line.
12.3.11. Contestant will be assessed a five (5) second
penalty for knocking over a barrel before horse and rider
cross eye/flag line completing run. Touching barrel is per-
mitted.
12.3.12. Barrel must be set back on marker, if barrel is
moved.

12.4. Slack

12.4.1. Barrel Racing slack will be held after a performance
unless approved by the WPRA Circuit Director. For rodeos
with one slack, slack is always if needed. For rodeos with
two or more slacks listed, it is mandatory to have all slacks
occur as listed.

12.4.2. Reserved

12.4.3. At least sixty (60) minutes must be given between
runs when go-round begins or ends in the same slack for
barrel racing.

12.4.4. With consecutive one day rodeos, each rodeo and
its associated slack must be completed before the next
rodeo starts.

12.5. Reruns—Barrel Racing

12.5.1. Reruns would not be given on an individual basis
due to ground conditions. If the barrel race is stopped by
the judges due to ground conditions and reruns granted, all
contestants in that performance or slack prior to the barrel
race being stopped by the judges shall be granted a rerun
when ground conditions are corrected. For large slacks
with over 100 contestants, the 5 sections of 10 or 12
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(whichever the rodeo was setup for) prior to the barrel race
being stopped by the judges will be granted reruns (i.e. the
previous 50 or 60 contestants depending on if the rodeo
was setup for 10 or 12). Our goal is to provide fair condi-
tions for all contestants. Each contestant shall have the
option to rerun or keep her recorded time. No penalties will
be carried over to the rerun. The secretary, judge(s) and all
other officials shall try to notify contestants of the rerun.
However, lack of notification shall not be grounds to
change the results.
12.5.1.1. When rerun(s) are given, the time will be set by
the judge and the section will run in the order originally
drawn, with original drags, with a thirty (30) minute time
span if the contestant so desires. A tractor drag must be
provided prior to the start of the rerun(s). All non-notified
turnouts will be given the opportunity to compete in their
original draw position.
12.5.1.2. If electric eye and backup times are missed,
contestant shall be granted a re-run per 12.5.1.1 with no
penalties assessed.
12.5.2. Should, for any reason, the barrels not be placed
on the correct markers, or the flag man not be in the correct
place, things must be put in correct order and all contes-
tants who ran on the incorrect course must be rerun with
no penalties assessed. However, if the incorrect course
is to the contestant's disadvantage, then she shall be
allowed to choose whether to rerun or take her original
time.
12.5.2.1. Judge(s) must make decision that barrels were
not on marker. Should this happen, contestants and
judge(s) should be notified, then judge and/or arena
director will set the time for rerun.
12.5.2.2. In the event a barrel is off the marker or the
timer or flag man in not in the proper position and ALL
contestants cannot be notified, and ground conditions
cannot be corrected and a rerun in given, the rodeo will
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be paid off using the day money system in order not to
sacrifice money won at that rodeo.
12.5.3. If a contestant feels she has been fouled during a
competition run, she must immediately declare herself to
the judge(s) (i.e., pull up and stop your horse) for the option
for a rerun. This does not apply to unsafe ground condi-
tions.
12.5.4. When a rerun is required for any reason, there
shall be a delay of thirty (30) minutes, if contestant so
desires.
12.5.5. Penalties assessed will not be carried over to rerun.

12.6. Exhibition Runs

12.6.1. An exhibition run is defined as a non-paid run. A
contestant cannot make any exhibition runs until all her
competition runs at that rodeo have been made. A contes-
tant cannot have an exhibition run made by another person
on her contest horse until all competition runs have been
made on that horse. Violation will result in a major rule
infraction (See Rule 9.3.20).

12.7. Disqualification — Barrel Racing

12.7.1. Contestant will be fined $50 and/or disqualified for
not being ready to contest when her name is called by the
judge or announcer.

12.7.2. Contestant will be disqualified for missing pattern,
consisting of a cloverleaf pattern, consisting of one right
and two left turns, or vice versa.

12.7.3. Contestant must be mounted on her horse when
she crosses the finish line. Horse and rider must cross the
finish line at the same time.

12.7.4. Entry and exit gates will remain the same during
the entire rodeo unless otherwise posted in a WPRA
ground rule. Failure to comply will result is disqualification.
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12.7.5. Secretary/timer shall make note of recorded time if
contestant is disqualified for any reason.

12.7.6. Any disqualification of a contestant must be signed
by all judges officiating the barrel race.

12.8. Ground Preparation

12.8.1. Committees are required to have the necessary
and appropriate equipment in the arena to prepare the
ground for the barrel race (i.e., tractor, water conveyance
and ground implement). When possible, the ground should
be prepared immediately before the barrel race, so it is
consistent throughout the event. REFER TO RULE 12.8.6.
All rodeos will be required to drag after half the number of
contestants the rodeo is set up for.
12.8.2. If a rodeo is approved and set up for ten (10) runs,
the ground must be worked after five (5). If a rodeo is
approved and set up for twelve (12) runs, the ground must
be worked after six (6) runs. If the drag is not con-
densed, all turnouts, releases, and moves must be
included in the count. If the drag is condensed, non-
notified turnouts, walk-up replacements and moves
must be included in the count.
12.8.2.1. Reserved
12.8.2.1.1. If a committee drags after half the number
of contestants a rodeo is set up for, they will be
allowed to remove the notified turnouts and releases
from the draw and move the remaining contestants up
to fill those positions condensing the drag. Non-
notified turnouts remain in the draw and count as a
run. After the turnout deadline, the secretary will post
at the rodeo office the new dragging positions with the
notified turnouts and releases removed from the draw.
Any notified turnouts who reverse their turnout per
rule 10.8.8. will run at the end of their performance or
slack with no additional dragging for them.
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12.8.2.1.2. Any rodeo in which 8 or more contestants
qualify for a finals that does NOT have an average
associated with it MUST drag halfway through to give
all contestants an equal chance to win the large
purse.
12.8.2.2. If arodeo is approved and set up to have either
ten (10) or twelve (12) contestants in a paid perfor-
mance, and there is a Procom or WPRA error requiring
that the number of competitors in the performance must
increase over what was approved, a hand rake or tractor
drag is required. If the committee and the contestant
choose, she can run after the performance with a drag
before. Noncompliance will be reported to Rodeo
Administration. EXAMPLE: Set up for 10. Perf 1 has 10,
perf 2 has 11 and perf 3 has 9. In perf 2 after the 10th
position the ground must be worked. If a WPRA mem-
ber is moved because of a conflict due to qualifying
for a finals or semi-finals, they go to the bottom of
the ground with no drag.
12.8.2.2.1. Competition discrepancy. When a contes-
tant arrives at a rodeo prepared to compete at a per-
formance or slack other than what is listed on the
information provided to the secretary from Procom,
and she alleges that her arrival is due to an error by
Procom, she shall be able to compete. However, the
judges will investigate the allegation as soon as pos-
sible. If Procom is not responsible for the error, the
contestant will forfeit any money, points or awards
won and will be fined $250. Contestant will run last
with a hand rake or drag. If the committee and the
contestant choose, she can run after the perfor-
mance with a drag before.
12.8.2.3. At two go-round rodeos that are a straight flip,
the drags will be kept in the same position (i.e., between
the same two (2) contestants) for both go-rounds.
Contestants must release or turnout of both go-
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rounds to be removed from the draw for a con-

densed drag at a straight flip rodeo in order to keep

the drag in the same position for both go-rounds.
12.8.3. Slack for a one round rodeo: the ground throughout
the barrel pattern must be dragged after half the number
of contestants drawn for the performance. This is based on
what the rodeo was set up for, it is not based on the
amount in a performance that reflects a Procom or WPRA
office error. Remember that if the drag is not condensed,
all turnouts, releases, and moves will be included in the
count. If the drag is condensed, non-notified turnouts,
walk-up replacements and moves will be included in
the count. Also, the ground always needs to be pre-
pared before the barrel race.
12.8.4. Slack for a more than one round rodeo: the ground
throughout the barrel pattern must be dragged after half
the number of contestants drawn for a performance. This
is based on what the rodeo was set up for, it is not based
on the amount in a performance that reflects a Procom or
WPRA office error. It must be dragged in the same position
(between the same two contestants) when the second go
starts in slack or if the list is reversed for back-to-back runs
in slack, performances, or approved competition. If the
drag is not condensed all turnouts, releases, and
moves will be included in the count. If the drag is con-
densed, non-notified turnouts, walk-up replacements
and moves will be included in the count. Also, the
ground always needs to be prepared before the barrel
race.
12.8.5. When there is no rodeo performance to use as a
guideline, the ground around the barrels shall be worked
immediately before the barrel race and after half the num-
ber of contestants the rodeo was set up for.
12.8.6. If competition runs for go-rounds are made both in
slack and a performance, the ground for slack MUST be
prepared so it is as similar as possible to the ground during



WPRA Rule Book 99

the barrel race performance. For example, if slack is in the
morning and barrel racing is first in slack, the ground
should be prepared in a similar manner that provides con-
sistency between the performance and slack (i.e., same/
similar tractor, water conveyance and ground implement).
REFER TO RULE 12.8.1.
12.8.6.1. The ground for each performance, prior to the
start of barrel slack, and for each drag during slack
(either 5 or 6 depending on what the rodeo is set up for),
will be prepared/dragged with the same/similar equip-
ment to ensure consistency for all sets and drags (i.e.,
same/ similar tractor, water conveyance and ground
implement).
12.8.7. If a vehicle is to enter the rodeo arena either during
or immediately prior to a performance or section of slack,
thereby causing ruts to be left in the arena ground, either
(i) the vehicle must enter the arena only after the barrel
race is completed, or (ii) the arena ground must be re-
prepared prior to the beginning of the barrel race competi-
tion.

12.9. Unsafe Arena Conditions

12.9.1. If the arena conditions are deemed at any time to
be unsafe by the arena director, judge or the primary stock
contractor, competition may be stopped until such time as
the arena conditions are deemed satisfactory by the indi-
vidual or individuals who initially determined the arena
conditions were unsafe. If arena conditions cannot be
changed and improved to make conditions safe (Refer to
rules 12.8.1., 12.8.6., 12.8.6.1.), event may be cancelled
by judge, stock contractor or arena director.

12.10. Breakaway Roping Details

12.10.1. Breakaway roping is a timed event in which a
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contestant starts from behind an automatic barrier and
ropes a calf; time stops when the contestant has caught
the calf with a legal loop and the rope, which is tied to the
horn with string, has broken away from the horn.
12.10.2. An automatic barrier must be used at all rodeos
for breakaway roping. At indoor rodeos, the length of score
will be the length of the box minus three (3’) feet. The
minimum length of score at outdoor rodeos will be the
length of the roping box minus two (2’) feet. All score
lengths are subject to WPRA Roping Director approval.
12.10.3. Ten (10) second penalty for breaking the barrier.
12.10.4. There will be a thirty (30) second time limit.
12.10.5. Breakaway roping calves must be numbered and
drawn for using standard procedures. See Rule 13.6.
12.10.6. Contestants will only receive a time if they make a
clean bell collar catch of the calf.
12.10.6.1. The calf's whole head must pass through the
loop, or the contestant will be disqualified.
12.10.6.2. The loop must pass over the head with no
extremities in the loop and in front of the tail head, when
string breaks.
12.10.6.3. If any extremities are in the loop when string
breaks, ex. Figure 8 a tail or leg, rope dropped below tail
head, etc., the run will be considered a no time. If the
string breaks with the extremity in the loop and then
goes back around the neck of the calf, the run will still be
a no time.
12.10.6.4. If an extremity gets in the loop after the flag-
ger has dropped flag, the run will be legal. Ex. If the
slack pops high and the loop feeds back out and a calf
steps into the loop.
12.10.6.5. If an official is available (at PRCA events, 3 or
more judges), a spotter will be positioned on the oppo-
site side from the judge, to watch for extremities in the
loop, when the string breaks.
12.10.7. Only One (1) loop will be permitted. Roping the
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calf without releasing the loop from the hand is not permit-
ted.
12.10.8. Contestant will receive no time should she break
rope from the saddle horn by hand or by touching rope or
string after catch is completed. However, if the rope should
dally around the horn, the contestant may ride forward,
undally the rope, and then stop her horse to make the rope
breakaway.
12.10.9. Breakaway ropes are to be tied at the end of rope
with Fully intact #18 brightly colored twisted/braided Mason
line string secured with minimum of 3 knots to saddle.
Subject to random checks by judges. If contestant fails to
use proper equipment, she will be disqualified. Bright cloth
with minimum dimensions of six inches by six inches
(6”"x6") must be attached to end of rope.
12.10.10. Contestant may use service of a pusher. The
individual pushing the cattle cannot leave the mouth of the
chute until the animal has crossed the score line. Penalty
for failure to abide by this rule is a $25 fine charged to the
contestant and pusher, if applicable.
12.10.10.1. Pusher shall not interfere with the mecha-
nism of the barrier. If judges determine that pusher has
interfered, contestant may be disqualified and/or fined
under 9.3.5.
12.10.11. A liner must be used in the breakaway roping.
Liner must maintain the same position for all competitors.
12.10.12. A breakaway contestant who is not ready to
compete when called may be fined $25 for the first offense,
$50 for the second offense, and $75 for the third and sub-
sequent offenses, and/or be disqualified.
12.10.13. Fouls or interference: if a contestant in the break-
away roping is fouled, she must declare by pulling up
immediately. Contestant may receive a rerun providing she
has made a qualified run up to the point of interference. If
she does not declare, she accepts the situation the way it
is, and no rerun will be offered.
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12.10.14. Once a contestant calls for her calf, no further
assistance can take place. No physical outside assistance
can take place after contestant calls for her calf. Without
limitation, examples of prohibited conduct include: whip-
ping/slapping, movement with, in front or behind, the horse
as it leaves the corner/box, or holding/pulling the rein. If the
helper starts the horse or holds the horse in any way that
affects the scoring process, contestant will receive a no
time.

12.10.15. Falling Calf — If in the opinion of the line
judge, if the animal falls before it crosses the score-
line, the contestant shall be entitled to a rerun on her
original stock, provided that the contestant declares
immediately. There will be no penalty added to the
rerun if, in the opinion of the judge, the contestant did
not deliberately beat the barrier and if the contestant
declares herself immediately. If the originally drawn
animal cannot be reran, the contestant will run the
extra (where an extra is available) or have a calf drawn
for her according to the misdraw procedure.
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12.11. Barrel Pattern

12.11.1. Standard Pattern — A Standard Pattern is always
preferred. The standard pattern for the barrel race is:
ninety (90) feet between barrel one (1) and two (2); one
hundred five (105) feet between barrel one (1) and three
(3) and between barrel two (2) and three (3); sixty (60) feet
from barrels one (1) and two (2) to the scoreline. Scoreline
must be at least seventy (70) feet from the end of the
arena or end of a “run out” alley to meet the minimum
stopping distance requirement.
12.11.1.1. No barrel pattern is to be set with larger than
the standard pattern dimensions, unless approved by
the WPRA Board (maximum of 90 feet between barrels
1 and 2, maximum of 105 feet from barrels 1 and 2 to
3rd barrel, and maximum of 60 feet from timers to bar-
rels 1 and 2). The largest pattern, the arena size and
ground conditions permit should be set, up to the stan-
dard pattern dimensions.
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12.11.1.2. Barrels one (1) and two (2) must be at least
eighteen (18) feet from the sides of the arena. Barrel
three (3) must be at least twenty-five (25) feet from
the end of the arena.
12.11.1.3. Whenever possible, the barrel pattern
should be situated in such a manner as is centered
to the gate with the first and second barrel equal
distance from the center of the gate.
12.11.1.4. Anytime there is a closed gate, (i.e.,
Running home), special attention should be paid to
the stopping distance to allow an ample amount of
room (which could be more than 70 feet) for the
safety of the contestant and horse. At no time shall
there be less than seventy (70) feet of stopping dis-
tance with a standard pattern.
12.11.1.5. A “run out” alley may be included as part
of the stopping distance, when necessary, or when
the overall length of the arena does not allow for
seventy (70) feet stopping distance. In order to run
out an open gate into an alley, the alley must be
“safe.” A “safe” alley must be a minimum of ten (10)
feet wide, meaning that there will be a minimum of
ten (10) feet between any obstructions in the alley.
Alleyway and any subsequent crossbars must be
approximately twelve (12) feet high. Any bars,
boards, wires, or cords crossing the alley floor must
be buried to protect the horse and rider. Judge(s)
are responsible to see that the alley is well lit, free of
people and vehicles, has a dirt floor, all bars on the
ground are buried, and all overhead bars are at least
12 feet high.

12.11.2. Smaller Arenas — The following shall be used to

determine the pattern dimensions in smaller arenas that do

not allow for a full standard pattern.
12.11.2.1. Barrels one (1) and two (2) should be at least
eighteen (18) feet from the sides of the arena. In extra
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small arenas, the distance from the sides of the arena
may be reduced, but in no instance will barrels one
(1) and two (2) be any less than fifteen (15) feet from
the sides of the arena. Barrel three (3) must be at least
twenty-five (25) feet from the end of the arena.
12.11.2.2. The barrel pattern should be situated in
such a manner as is centered to the gate with the
first and second barrel equal distance from the cen-
ter of the gate.
12.11.2.2.1. Reserved
12.11.2.3. In a small arena, if the arena size allows, a
standard pattern is preferred with a shortened score line
for the safety of the contestant and horse.
12.11.2.3.1. If a smaller arena does not allow for a
standard pattern with a shortened score line, it is
recommended the pattern be reduced proportionately
to a standard barrel pattern, i.e., the distance
between barrels one (1) and two (2) should be less
than the distance from barrels one (1) and two (2)
to barrel three (3).
12.11.2.4. The minimum stopping distance in a
smaller arena is fifty (50) feet. In extra small arenas
that do not allow for fifty (50) feet of stopping dis-
tance, forty-five (45) feet will be accepted.
12.11.2.4.1. Anytime there is a closed gate in a small
arena, i.e., running home, special attention should
be paid to the stopping distance to allow the maxi-
mum amount of room for the safety of the contestant
and horse.
12.11.2.5. In smaller arenas, a “run out” alley may be
included as part of the stopping distance, when neces-
sary, or when the overall length of the arena does not
allow for fifty (50) feet stopping distance. In order to
run out an open gate into an alley, the alley must be
“safe.” A“safe” alley must be a minimum of ten (10) feet
wide, meaning that there will be a minimum of ten (10)
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feet between any obstructions in the alley. Alleyway and
any subsequent crossbars must be approximately
twelve (12) feet high. Any bars, boards, wires, or cords
crossing the alley floor must be buried to protect the
horse and rider. Judge(s) are responsible to see that the
alley is well lit, free of people and vehicles, has a dirt
floor, all bars on the ground are buried, and all overhead
bars are at least 12 feet high.

12.12. Marking the Barrel Pattern

12.12.1. Determine from which gate contestants will enter
the arena from and mark the pattern accordingly. If the
arena gate is to be used as a center gate, and the contes-
tant is required to run in, the barrel pattern must be situ-
ated in such a manner as is centered to the gate with the
first and second barrel equal distance from the center of
the gate. A standard pattern must be set, and no larger, as
long as arena size and conditions permit.
12.12.2. Markers may be a pointed metal stake, horse-
shoe, eyebolt, or can with a chain or rope attached to the
end of it, etc. Cover the object, leaving only the chain or
rope on top of the ground.

12.12.2.1. Overhead lasers may be used to mark the

barrel pattern.
12.12.3. Permanent markers should be set for each
barrel and electric eye/timer. Markers should be buried
sufficiently to remain in the ground during all performances
and slack at the location of each barrel and electric eye,
so the barrels and electric eyes will be set up in the same
place for the duration of each complete go-round.
12.12.4. Reserved
12.12.5. Judges are responsible for making sure the pat-
tern is set according to the WPRA Rule Book prior to first
performance or slack.
12.12.6. Once a barrel pattern is set, any change to the
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pattern must be approved in writing, on the original barrel
pattern sheet, by the judge. Failure to do so will result in a
$100 fine for the person(s) changing the pattern.
12.12.7. At all rodeos even if there is a permanently
marked pattern, judges will post one copy of the pattern
measurements and either keep or give the remaining copy
to the rodeo secretary. Rodeo secretaries are required to
return a copy of the pattern to the WPRA office when send-
ing in results.
12.12.8. Brightly colored 55-gallon steel drums with both
ends enclosed must be used. There shall be no rubber or
plastic barrels or barrel pads used. The same barrels must
be used throughout the entire rodeo.
12.12.9. When setting barrels on the marker, the center of
the barrel shall be positioned over where marker comes
out of the ground. Judges must check to make sure all
barrels are properly centered on the correct marker
each time they are set up.
12.12.10. When a rodeo has non-pro, junior barrel race, or
queen contest that uses the cloverleaf pattern, or any bar-
rel race held in conjunction with a WPRA barrel race, this
race must be run after the WPRA barrel race.
12.12.10.1. An additional event requiring the use of a
barrel must not put the barrel on WPRA barrel markers.
The barrels for an additional event should be set no
less than fifteen (15) feet from the WPRA barrel

markers.
Chapter 13
Arena Procedures
13.1. Judges

13.1.1. There shall be at least two (2) judges for the barrel
race. One judge is to act as the line flagger, the other judge
is to determine any irregularities in the pattern or the arena.
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13.1.1.1. Judges are responsible for marking the barrel
racing pattern as per the WPRA Rule Book prior to the
first performance or slack. Judge(s) shall initially set bar-
rels on markers. Judge(s) shall check barrel and eye
markers with a tape measure prior to each rodeo perfor-
mance and are required to make sure that the gate/
alleyway is clear of all obstacles, people, and vehicles.
13.1.1.2. Flag judge shall flag each contestant’s horse’s
nose at the start/finish line. The flagger/judge shall stand
directly behind the electric eye and shall not move from
his position at any time.
13.1.1.3. Judge(s) shall have the right to stop the barrel
race during a performance or slack due to “unsafe
ground” conditions. Judges shall check ground and alley
for safety prior to the start of the rodeo.
13.1.2. There shall be at least two (2) judges for break-
away roping. One judge shall act as the barrier judge, and
one shall be the field flagger.
13.1.2.1. Barrier Judge Responsibilities:
13.1.2.1.1. Barrier judge is responsible to change bar-
rier string whenever it may have been weakened, or
on request of next contestant.
13.1.2.1.2. Barrier judge shall keep a record of the
length of the barrier trip rope each performance and
section of slack, to assure the same start for contes-
tants each performance and section of slack. Barrier
judge shall adjust the length of the neck rope when
necessary.
13.1.2.1.3. Barrier equipment must be inspected by
the judge before each timed event. If equipment is
faulty, it must be replaced. Should barrier break at any
point other than designated breaking point, the barrier
judge shall determine whether the break was caused
by the contestant. If contestant obviously beats barri-
er, or barrier rope is broken and string is unbroken,
barrier judge may assess a ten (10) second penalty.
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13.1.2.2. Field Flagger — The field judge will flag the
contestant when the rope breaks away from the horn. If
a spotter is unavailable, the field flagger will determine
the legality of the catch. Flagger will also determine if
contestant has broken rope from saddle horn by hand; if
so, she shall be disqualified.
13.1.2.2.1. If an animal escapes from the arena, flag
will be dropped, and watches stopped. Contestants
will get original animal back with lap and tap start, and
time already spent will be added to time used in
qualifying. If time is not recorded, the decision of the
flag judge will be final.
13.1.2.3. If an official is available (at PRCA events with
3 or more judges), one judge will act as a spotter and
will be positioned on the opposite side from the flag
judge, to watch for extremities in the loop, when the
string breaks.
13.1.3. Neither the barrier judge nor field flag judge may be
changed during the course of a rodeo, except in the case
of sickness, or by request of the Association official, in
agreement with stock contractor and rodeo committee.
13.1.4. Judge’s Decision Final. With respect to matters the
authority over which has been specifically delegated to the
judges by these Rules, decisions of the judges will be final
and may not subsequently be overturned by action of the
WPRA, its officers or directors, or any other party.
13.1.5. When a specific WPRA rule does not apply and no
approved ground rules are posted, the appropriate PRCA
ruling as interpreted by the contest judge shall apply. The
decision of the judges shall be final.

13.2. Timing Procedures
13.2.1. Barrel Racing

13.2.1.1. There shall be two timers for the barrel racing.
Readout box times must be read and recorded by official
timer in 100ths of a second. One timer will record the
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times that appear on the electric eye readout. Additional
timers will operate the backup manual clocks and will
record the time shown thereon. They will operate from
the flag man’s signals and record the time in tenths of a
second.
13.2.1.2. If the electric eye fails to work, regardless if it
is the first performance, every attempt should be made
to make the electric eye work for the remaining perfor-
mances.
13.2.1.3. In the event the electric eye fails to operate;
time from each of the two stopwatches shall be aver-
aged, and a zero will be added to the tenth (i.e., 17.1
becomes 17.10).
13.2.1.4. If the electric eye fails to work for more than
one half of the contestants who competed in an entire
go-round, the backup (manual) recorded time will be the
official time for all contestants in that go-round.
13.2.1.5. If electric eye and backup times are missed,
contestant shall be granted a rerun per rule 12.5.1.1,,
with no penalties carried over.
13.2.2. Breakaway Roping
13.2.2.1. There shall be two timers for breakaway rop-
ing.
13.2.2.1.1. Two handheld digital watches must be
used, and official time shall be the average of the two
times, ignoring any digit beyond the tenths. Rodeos
may use electronic timers if available but handheld
watches are required as backup. If one of the two tim-
ers misses the start or stop, is delayed in starting or
stopping the watch, or if the watch used by one timer
malfunctions, that timer shall declare the problem to
the other timer and only the time recorded by the
other timer will be used.
13.2.2.1.2. Timers must be aware of time limit and
blow whistle or horn signaling the end of the time limit.
Breakaway roping shall have a 30 second time limit.
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13.2.3. Timers will work from the same position during all
contests. Management must provide a place for official tim-
ers to work without obstruction or interference.

13.2.4. Timers for an approved event may not be changed
after the first performance except for sickness or injury, by
request of an Association official because of timer’s incom-
petence, or through agreement of stock contractor, rodeo
committee and Association official.

13.3. Electric Eye Setup

13.3.1. All WPRA barrel races must be conducted with the
use of electric eye timers. Failure to use an electric eye will
result in a fine for the stock contractor of $250.00 for the
first offense and doubling progressively thereafter.
13.3.1.1. Equipment necessary: complete electric eye
timer plus one extra timing clock or two stopwatches to
be operated manually.
13.3.1.2. In the event the electric eye fails to operate; the
backup watch(es) shall be used.
13.3.2. Permanent markers shall be put in the ground for
the electric timer to be centered in each performance or
slack. Electric timers shall be placed on the score line no
closer than the width of the first two (2) barrels.
13.3.2.1. When the backup flagger is unable to stand
directly behind the electric eye (i.e., timer is in the fence)
and if the electric eye fails to work, the contestant must
be given a rerun.
13.3.3. When setting electric eye on the markers, center of
eye should be positioned over point where marker comes
out of the ground.
13.3.4. If electric timer is mounted in the fence, it must be
on a permanent post.
13.3.5. The markers for the electric timer should be
checked every performance or slack along with the barrel
markers and re-staked if pulled out.
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13.3.6. Set timer the same height and position for each
performance or slack and lock the legs. Height of the timer
eyes shall be between 36 and 42 inches from the ground.
13.3.7. PRCA Stock Contractors and/or Rodeo Committees
shall not use WPRA owned electric timer for use in timing
any non-WPRA approved event, unless by special approv-
al of the WPRA Board of Directors.

13.4. Barriers

13.4.1. An automatic barrier must be used at all rodeos for
breakaway roping. At indoor rodeos, the length of score will
be the length of the box minus three (3’) feet. Outdoor
rodeos will be the length of the roping box minus two (2’)
feet. All score lengths are subject to WPRA Roping Director
approval.
13.4.1.1. Once score line has been set in timed events,
it will not be changed at that rodeo, nor can length of box
be changed.
13.4.2. A ten (10) second penalty will be added for break-
ing or beating the barrier.
13.4.3. Breaking Plane of Barrier. A contestant must be on
their horse and their horse must break the plane of the bar-
rier with their draw breaking the plane of the score line
before they are allowed to release the rope from their
hand.
13.4.4. In order for time to be considered official, barrier
flag must operate.
13.4.5. If barrier fails to work but the flag operates cor-
rectly and time is recorded, contestant will receive that
time. Barrier penalty will be waived unless barrier is obvi-
ously beaten by contestant. If official time has not started,
contestant will receive stock which contestant originally
drew if contestant has qualified on that stock. If barrier was
obviously beaten, barrier penalty will be applied to the
rerun.
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13.4.6. If automatic barrier does not work, contestant will
get stock back if she pulls up and declares herself.
Contestant must take the same animal over during or
immediately following the performance and before the next
draw.

13.4.7. If, in the opinion of the barrier judge, contestant is
fouled by the barrier, roper shall get her calf back providing
contestant declares herself by pulling up.

13.4.8. Any rules not specified herein regarding barrier
equipment or barrier procedures shall follow PRCA rule-
book.

13.5. Breakaway Cattle Requirements

13.5.1. The stock contractor providing calves for WPRA
Breakaway Roping must be a PRCA member in good
standing, unless approved by the WPRA Roping Director.
13.5.2. Breakaway calves must not weigh over four hun-
dred (400) pounds and weigh a minimum of two hundred
(200) pounds and must be healthy and usable.
13.5.2.1. Horned cattle shall not be used in the break-
away roping. Horned cattle are defined as those with
horns longer than three inches (3”) measured from the
base of the horn. Only one (1) horn has to be over three
inches (3”) to be classified.
13.5.2.2. Calves may be identified with permanent, fac-
tory-numbered ear tags in the right ear and/or perma-
nent brand, which must be on the right side, except in
those states that require tags in the left ear. All calves at
a given rodeo must be tagged on the same side.
13.5.3. Timed event contractor must have a minimum one
third (1/3) the number of stock or one half (%) if cattle are
fresh with a minimum of 15 head of usable and desirable
cattle. Should there be fewer than 15 entries, there must
be no less than one animal for each entry plus one extra.
The minimum number of cattle required for back-to-back
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rodeos shall be one animal for everyone plus extras.
Failure to provide adequate number of cattle shall result in
a $100 fine per head short of the requirement.
13.5.4. Unsatisfactory Stock
13.5.4.1. The WPRA Roping Director has the right to
declare any stock unsatisfactory, and any stock so
declared will be taken from the draw prior to herd being
established.
13.5.4.2. If an animal that is drawn in a pen becomes
sick or injured before it is out that time, a judge must
pass on the animal’s eligibility to be used.
13.5.5. All stock shall be run through event chutes and
through the arena prior to start of contests, where condi-
tions permit.
13.5.6. Rodeo With Progressive Go-Round(s). The mini-
mum number of cattle required at a rodeo with a progres-
sive go-round(s) shall be either one-half ('2) the number of
entries (plus extras) or a minimum of the number of contes-
tants that will advance to the progressive go-round(s) (plus
extras), whichever is the greatest.

13.6. Drawing Stock

13.6.1. Definitions

13.6.1.1. Herd defined: herd shall be defined as those
animals designated prior to the initial pen draw of the
first go-round to be used in any given event. Once a
herd is established for a rodeo, no animals may be
added to the herd.

13.6.1.2. Extra defined: if pens are drawn from the pre-
designated herd, at least one more animal than the
number of contestants should be drawn to be used in
case of misdraw or sick/injured animal(s). Following the
cattle draw, that animal (or animals) remaining shall be
considered the extra(s). In case the extra is not used for
that given performance or section of slack, said extra
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shall be placed with those calves not already included in
a competition draw or a pen draw, unless the subse-
quent pen ends the run on the cattle.
13.6.1.3. Misdraw defined: any animal drawn to a con-
testant which must be replaced will be considered a
misdraw.
13.6.2. All stock must be drawn by number by a judge,
using plastic poker chips. Stock draws must be conducted
so that any entrant may witness the draw, provided that a
judge may require any individual who does not maintain a
businesslike behavior to leave the draw area.
13.6.3. Stock in timed events shall be drawn by judges of
that event not more than one and a half (1.5) hours prior to
the performance or slack. Sick or injured timed event cattle
should be removed from the draw.
13.6.4. In all events, stock may not be drawn for a contes-
tant if she has notified that she is turning out in that go-
round or has been disqualified.
13.6.5. No contestant may compete on the same head of
stock twice at any rodeo in the same event, except in the
case of a rerun in the same go-round.
13.6.6. A contestant must compete on the stock drawn for
her unless she has been awarded a rerun by the judges.
Each contestant shall be responsible for knowing which
stock they are to compete on.
13.6.7. No drawn stock can be held over from one perfor-
mance to the next or overnight.
13.6.8. No pens of stock may be drawn for more than one
day in advance. Pens of stock shall be drawn by the judge,
but if a judge is not available at the time it is necessary for
a pen of cattle to be drawn for the first section of competi-
tion, the Primary Stock Contractor and secretary may draw
that pen, preferably with a contestant to witness the draw.
13.6.9. Stock already drawn in a pen, but not used, shall
be placed in subsequent draw; such stock are considered
sleepers and will go back into the herd.
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13.6.10. Stock will not be drawn except one run, and one
go-round at a time. All cattle in the draw will be run one
time before any cattle will be run twice, etc. except for a
back-to-back performance rodeo. Any animal drawn and
not competed on shall be considered a run. Extras may be
added only if competed on an equal number of times at
that rodeo, unless otherwise approved by WPRA Roping
Director.
13.6.11. Short Go-Rounds
13.6.11.1. In finals or short go, draw will be made from
last position to first position. The positions will be set in
reverse order of qualification with the lowest ranked
contestant positioned first and the highest ranked con-
testant positioned last.
13.6.11.2. All timed event cattle competed on at a rodeo
by finalists will be used when drawing for final head
excluding any cattle used in a performance the same
day. If not enough cattle are available for a finals after
using all the cattle brought in by the finalists, those
remaining in the herd with the fastest times will be used.
13.6.12. Misdraws
13.6.12.1. Four misdraws. If four or more head are mis-
draws, all unused stock shall be put back in the draw
and redrawn.
13.6.12.2. Misdraw discovered prior to a performance or
during slack. (a) If one or more extras are available, all
animals not competed on below the misdraw up to the
end of the run on the cattle shall be eligible to be drawn.
One animal is drawn, that being the animal assigned to
the contestant with the misdraw. The contestant who
originally had that animal will be assigned the first extra.
All other contestants will be assigned the animals origi-
nally drawn for them. (b) If no extras are available, all
unused animals below the misdraw up to the end of the
run on the cattle shall be eligible to be drawn, with the last
unused animal drawn in that run designate